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{he occasion, who would deprive one individual? It 
was truly a glorious advent for man,erring man, 
no less than fos the devout. ‘peace UPON EARTH, GOOD 
wit To MEN” was the annunciation. Oh for the 
period in which that spirit shall characterise all that 
aspire to the name of Christian. 

Joining in the congratulations of the season, we 
heartly wish a merry Chrismas and many of them 


to all. 





Curisrmas, with its hallowed recollections, is 
here, and millions are preparing for its enjoyments. 
of such enjoyment, tempered by the true spirit of 


To this the general responded briefly, thus: 


fron the people of New Orleans, announced. by you 
their honored representative, overwhelms ime wich feel 
ings which no words can express. 


have had the honorto eémmand in Mexico. Could 
those brave officers and soldiers whose gallantry achiey- 
ed the successes to which you refer. be present on this 
occasion, aud witness the grand outpouring of gratitude 
which their devotion has elicited, the measure of my 
satisfaction would be complete. For them and for my 
self, I thank, from my heart, the people of New Orleans, 
and accept, Mr. ayor, the offer of their hospitality. 





RECEPTION OF GENERAL TAYLOR. 


Ee 








From the N’. Orleans Mercury, Oct. 4. 
The manuer in which Gen. Taylor was received 
must have been gratifying to the oldhero. The 
heart of New Orleans was bounding with exuita- 
tion at his approach, and enthusiastic was the wel- 
come she gave him. It was a reception suchas a 
great and free people alone could give, grand and 
imposing without pomp or show, and respectful with. 
out formality. The scene which presented itself 
when the Mary Kingsland neared the wharf, was 
affecting from its sublimity. Along the shores of the 
Mississippi, far as the eye could reach, yay stream- 
era fluated vn the breeze from ships of every nation, and 
the waier of the river was tossed in toam from Lafay- 
elle to the farthest « xtremity of the cily, by the innume- 
rable sleamboats which were then running.-in every di- 
rection. ‘The ship America that had moved immediate- 
ly after the Mary Kingsland in the aquatic procession, 
vated slowly down the river, and the music which was 
borne 10 the ear from tne deck of every steamboat, was 
occasionally unheard in the loud boom of the cannon, 
and the wild shouts from the shore. The streets, house- 
tops, and the decks and yards of every vessel within 
sight, were darkened with human forms, and high above 
ne mass of heads rose the triumphal arch in the Place 
D'Armes, with the sunbeams playing on the words 
“Welcome” aud “Buena Vista,” which were inscribed 
in letters of gold. 
He whose presence had called that mighty mass to- 
peter and created such commotion on the bosom of the 
Mississippi, stood calmly but evidently affected at this 
glori.us manifestation of the feeling which Louisiana 
ritertaing for her distinguished citizen.—There was 
omethng fine in the face of the old man as he stood 
azlig O» the Scene—a shade, bearing the semblance of 
ride, would occasivually setile on his brow; but the 
veling wuich gave expression to his kind and manly 
countenance, and touched its every line with tender—- 
ess, was that of love and gratitude. His toils and 
iriies, the glory and dangers ut baule, and all which he 
as endured and achieved, were apparently forgotten— 
ie sioud before his country with the kindness and ten 
erhess of a child in his heart, and her arms were open 
v receive hing. 


hen the old man landed, the cheers which pealed 



















































cap in hand he witnessed this closing scene of the 
grand drama of the day. 


This simple but interesting formality over, General 
Taylor proceeded towards the Cathedral, and opinion 
seemns to be unanimous that the scene which there pre- 
sented itself was the graniest of the day. Every ave- 
nue leading to the church was thronged with the seve 
ral societies and fire companies. who were often pushed 
from their position by the motion of the mighty mass of 
peopk but there was no contention, no strife, all were 
united for one grand purpose, and it would have been 
difficult to destroy the unanimity of feeling which pre- 
vailed. The beautiful women of New Grlaine graced 
the scene, and fair hands waved a welcaine to the brave 
When the doors of the charch were thrown open, it 
was filled almost instantaneously, and thousands wete | 
disappointed in the hopes of admission they had enter- 
tained. Bishop Blanc addre-sed the general briefly an‘ 
appropriately, during which he alluded to the humanity 
as well as glory with which the old hero conducied the 
war, and concluded by expressing the hope of a speedy 


Mr. Mayor: The welcome which I meet this:day 


_ You have been pleased to qualify, with terms of the 
highest approbation, the services of the army which | 





were drank with entnusiastic cheers, or in silence, 
as the nature of the sentiment suggested: 

1. The President of the United States. 
‘Hail Columbia.’] 

2 Our Country—May she always be 
right or wronz, our country. 
gled Banner.”} 

3, Major General Zachary Paylor. [Music, ‘Mil 
to the Chief.’] 

4. The Army of the United States. [Viusic, 
‘Washington’s March ’} 

[ Musie, Yan- 
{ Music, Jack- 


{ Music, 


right: but, 
[Music, ‘Star Span- 





5. The Navy of the United Stites. 
kee Doodle.’] 

6. The Governor of Louisiana. 
son’s March.’} 

7. Major General Seott. [Music, ‘General Scott's 
March.’| 

8. The Hero of Contreras—Louisiana’s favorite 
son, Gen. Persifor F. Sinith. [ Music, ‘Go where 
Glory waits thee.’] 

9. The Memory of Washington. [ Music, ‘Dead 
Mareh in Saul.’} 

10. The Heroes of the Revolution. 
Lang Syne."] 

11. The Memory of Gen. Jackson. 
seilles Nymn,’} 

12. The Memory of the gallant officers and sol- 
diers who have fallen in the battles of Mexico.— 
{ Music, Roslyn Castle.’} 

13. The Ladies. [Music, ‘Home, Sweet Home.’| 


When the toast to Genera! Taylor was given, the 























( Music, ‘Auld 


Music, ‘Mare 





and ho.orable peace; to which Gen. Taylor feelingty 
replied, and warmly responded te the earnest aspirations | 
of the bishop, that a peace might be speedily secured, | 
When Gen. Taylor appeared again before the people, | 
he was mounted on his famous charger ‘ Old Whitey.” 
The excitement at this stage of the proceedings was 
intense, and the cheers almost amounted to phrenzied | 
enthusiaem. 


The crowd pressed close to “Old Whitey,” and he 
received many a kind and affectionate pat; but the un- 
easy twitch which the old fellow gave occasionally made 
it apparent that he was, being despoiled of a portion of 
his flawing main and tail. 
It were vain to aitempt a description of the proces. 
sion; all eyes were turned to him whom all honored, 
and balconies, doors and windows were thronged 
with ladies in all the gay and brilliant drapery of 
fashion, who rivalled in enthusiasm the crowd that 
cheered and rolled on below. 

Arrived at the St. Cuaries, General Taylor stood 
on the collonade and the whole procession passed 
before him. The order of the rank and file was 
forgoten, and citizens and soldiers were mingled in 
the crowd, who cheered him as they passed. It 
would require the pencil of a Vandyke to portray 
the changing aspect of the old man’s face, as with 





THE ILLUMINATION. 


om the assenibled thousands were electrifying, and the 
omnutee of arrangemen's, who had fla:tered them- 
~~ they could move in procession after the gene 
eae &Caliered in amoment among the crowd, who 
wife € greatest anxiety totouch the old hero's 
apes r ee tosee him. ‘There was welcome beam- 
baw “ap ace that looked upon him, and he was con- 
pried to the triumphal arch, where he was met by the 
yor, amid acclamations which were actually deafen- 


SL. mayor addressed him thus; 
hich ood hs behalf of the city of New Orleans, 


fe the honor to represent on this occasion, it 
ph erate office to welcome your happy. return te 
hibal pint ond your home; and in behalt of the mu- 
whi l tender to you the hospitality of this 
‘. “ itls your pleasure to remain among us, 
re joy pmistance cvuld have filled our hearts with 
moda d _— We now feel, in having the opportunity 
8 you h you our gratitude for the distinguished ser- 
heteinean’’ rendered our country, The brilliant 
ring ban 1 Performed in Mexico by the fearless and 
ve inepired vat you have led on from victory to victory 
ieatly “oe Us with feelings which no language is suf- 
eral vevertal (0 convey. Four such achievements, 
. os oe y — Ainerivan heart, from ove extremity 
Seu vf t ean - filled with gratitude and 
where the a U@ver you direct your steps, upon any 
nde mah Star Spangled Banner iunpphantly ex- 
© 10 grees to the breeze, you will find @ nation’s 
hous a 47 o—you will hear a whole people’s spon 
Pplause to extol the splendor of your deeds, 


ch your mod w 
est 
Our own eyes, Y would iv vain endeavor to weaken 


Aga) t ‘ 
is or eovera:, L bid you a hearty welcome in the 



























































































































The vast extent oi the St. Charles suddenly beeame 
one blaze of light about 6 o'clock in the evening, aad the 
streets leading tu it were densely crowded by persons of 
every condition in society. Between the pillars of the 
collonade in front of the buildiay were suspended large 
variegated lanterns under chaplets of live oak. In tront 
of the ladies’ parlor was a transparency of the general, 
in the old brown coat, with the motto—“ A litie more 
grape, Capt. Bragg!” In front of the gentlemen's parlo 

was another transparency of the general, with the words 
—‘T have no reinforcements to give you, but Maj. Bliss 
and I will support you!’ In various parts of the build- 
ing there were Other appropriate transparencies and de 

vices, adding much to the general effect. ‘Ihe Orleans 
theatre, and some of the buildings adjoining and uppo- 
site, were also illuminated. 

THE DINNER. 

About 7 o'clock, the mayor conducted Gen’! Taylor 
into the dining reom, followed by his siaff, Goy. John- 
son and suite, officers of the army, and other invited 
guests, and anong them some of our mosi distinguished 

civil dignitaries. i 

The appearance of the dining room was such as 
would have made even a hungry man pause ere the 
work of destruction commenced. Every thiog which 
could tempt the taste of the most fatidious, was in 
abundance, on the tables, and the rich odor of choice 
wine was mingled with the fragrant breath of flow- 

ers. Lehman’s brass band played in an adjoining 
room, and all was arranged in a manner highly cre- 
ditable to Messrs. Munge & Wilson, under whose 
superinteudence the dinner was prepared. 

When the cloth was removed, the following regu- 





CiZeys ot 
make 


shouts with which it was received were undisput- 
ed evidence of the feeling for the subject of the sen- 
‘iment. 


The old man rose with an appearance of diffidence 
avd timidity, which all knew he never felt in the 


| presence of our enemies, and replied pertinently and 


appropriately. He said it was difficult for him to 
express his sense of the honors whi h were shower- 
ed upon him by the citizens of New Orleans; but of 
all the trophies he recerved, the approving smiles 
and waiving handkerchiefs of the fair daughters of 
Louisiana affected him the most, and were dearer 
than a thousand victories on the battle field. They 
were triumphs peculiarly gratifying to him, for they 
were unalloyed by pain and left no sting behind —he 
knew not how others felt, but for himself, how much 
sorver he mizsht forget in the hour of battle, the sad 
consequences of the strife, they always rushed upon 
his mind afterwards—making lis heart to sink, and 
causing hia to feel like a child. He had hoped to 
have done more for his couiutry than he did—he 
thought he might have been enabled to accomplish a 
speedy and honorable peace—an eveut essential to 
the weifare of both countries, and particularly so to 
our own—but though he did not accomplish as much 
as he desired, he always endeavored to perform 
his duty, aud he was more than gratified, that the 
people of Loutsiana, with whom he coiisidered him- 
self identified, were contented with his coaduct.— 
General Taylor terminated vy offering the following 


toast: 


The. citizens of New Orleans.—Unsurpassed for 


intelligence, pawiolism, aud enterprise of every 
kind. 


Gen. Taylor then left for the theatres, and, as we 


followed suit, we are unable to report the toaste 
which were given during (he rewaining festivities of 
the evening. 
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NATIONAL AFFAIRS. 


ee 





INTERNAL IMPROVYEMENTS.—The veto of the late 


president Jackson, as repeated by president Polk ia 
his recent message to congress, predicates its prin- 
cipal objection to internal improvements upon the 
enormous amount of appropriations which those ob- 
jects would require of the general government. 
exhibit the sum in the largest figures, they cypher up 
the estimates that would have been required to com- 
ply with all the applications. that had been presented 
to congress for such purposes, and make quite a 
startling sum—say two hundred millions of dollars, 
somethjng over what the Mexican war of eighteen 
months has yet cost the country. This sum, be it ob- 
served, pre-supposes that congress would exercise no 


To 





lar toasts were given by his hunor, the Mayor, and 
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=, ——— 
penditures, or in limiting them to national purposes | Major Thomas B. Eastland, quartermaster at Brazos, Corn.—But a very limited qoaatity paca This 
or within the legitimate means of the treasury.— | St. Jago, for assault and battery on three persons; and | the west previous to three years ago. The }j Nn man’s 
Congress is presumed to have very little dicrestion | another indictment against the Major and against | of tolls precluded it. They were reduced last tt the ho 
in either of these respects, and that the president’s veto | Messrs. Smith, Clarke, Wilsie, Stokesberry, Hetzel, | That, together with high prices, has Ssten lieve, t 
power is indespensable to save the nation from/| and others, for resisting the civil authorities of the | increase greater than any other article fre; om the minate 
going headlong to ruin, in improving the country. state of Texas, and rescuing from the possession of | Unless there should be a foreign demand, it Re have at 
When the whole New York delegation in congress, | the deputy sheriff of Nueces county the schooner|ed whether the quantity passing the ery douby. But 
at the suggestion of De Wit Clinton, applied to the| Merchant. The defendants not being in custody, the | equalled next season. The new canal bean of me, 
general government to construct or to aid in construc- | cases stand continued. take the matter into consideration. The pros " ut te soug 
ting the New York canal, it was not so much any| We understand that the grand jury has requested | the tolls will be still further reduced. vitae. a public 
constitutional ebjection which prevented the gov-| that the secretary of war and General Taylor should ; [Buffalo Ad Thay 
penycce a longa in the rd lt as the | be furnished with copies of the presentment, and that rr fis from ou 
general inc ty as to the practicability and feasi-| a court of inquiry be ordered to investigate Major . I 
bility of such a visionary project. It a accom- | Eastland’s cahedt oe! that of other officers. We gate ae, oe Save luminary of N. York, ahead 
4 : - “ e American Blackstone, recognized through ‘ 
plished however, and this year’s receipts from tolls| learn that a copy of the presentment has been for- id f th ndest juri Shout the course, 
upon that canal yields $3,634,847 53 to the N. York | warded to the secretary of war, and another copy has hit hee Age, and in the st 
tr . cllihan oe «helt of. sy awe Bag dinet whether as a man, as a patriot, as a politician hon. 
treasury a ollars surplus in | been deposited in the post office in this city, for Gen. a he all f sib. narties. ferent Mites ought to 
the state treasury this year is to be applied to enlarg- | Taylor. ee eee "ae Fea er nnated ‘his mising Still | 
ing “the big ditch.” Se cet Octet oe One es 
Suppose, instead of vetoing every attempt at effec-| Axaspama Unirep States senator.—The legisla- ! ~ apa ere a Badge having su nominati 
—s ; i with scarcely diminished vigor of intellect by q 
ting an appropriation towards completing the con-| ture of Alabama on the 11th inst., proceeded to bal- sen.0f .@-centure. dho.nne.at which th ¥ 4 quar. frame al 
nection between the Ohio river and the Chesapeake} lot for a senator of the United States to serve for New York d ae ; d the ] SOP RACT Caer you have 
and Delaware bays, the United States government] six years from the 4th of March 1849, at which &l th i ti ef ch An Pe Fell eo ooh to i as you st 
had taken those routes into grave advisement, deter- | time the term of Dixon H. Lewis Esq., will expire. in saab a Sa pe = : oy and lea. body of | 
mined upon their proper direction, and mace timely | The administration party it was understood were in rn y ] 6 Kerr ¥ its etal Deeph; 
ih . : — . +05 grave lamented as one of the greatest men of th Pee. £ 
appropriations for their completion, even if it had|favor of the election of Mr. King, Mr. Lewis beiug pod bees Testimonials of respect to hi distinctio 
sash ° 
been at the expense of some forty or fifty millions of| regarded as attached to the Calhoun party. On the]... i from all direchons ene em, ty to me, al 
dollars, would it have been disastrous either to the | day of election a “card” was published in the admin- ‘ the aid of 
country or the government? The government retract-| istration paper of the place signed by a number of fully deck 
ed after involving the state of Maryland largely upon | the members of the party, accusing Mr. Lewis of MEDICAL DEPARTMENT OF THE ARMY.—The arm tories wh 
the faith of their aid in one enterprise, and left the | infidelity to the administration, and demanding of | medical board, which convened on the 27th of Oct, Irema 
state to ruinous controversy with neighboring states,| him a denial. Mr. Lewis made no reply. in the city of N. York for the examination of appl. your friet 
whose conflicting interests have equally involved them| On the first ballot the votes stood for Lewis 50, | cants for appointment to the medical staff of the reg. 
also. The government might have spared them all| King 34, Hopkins 48. The second ballot no change. | /at army, adjourned on the 7th inst. Hon. J 
this unprofitable contest and by this time been deriving | Third ballot Lewis 50, King 33, Hopkins 49, when| Of the candidates who were examined, the fo 
its millions annually from the tolls of completed works, | an adjournment took place. lowing were found qualified for appointment, aoj THE RI 
facilitating the commerce of the country, and im-| On reafsembling on the 13th, the balloting was re-| were accordingly approved: this repub 
proving the value of lanés and labor. And so with|sumed. On the 16th ballot whig accounts say thata| Lyman H. Stone, of Vermont. 26th July, 
other works in other directions. sufficiency of the whig votes were given to Mr. Lew- John M. Haden, of Mississippi. of August 
By referrence to the proceedings in congress it will| is to give him a majority of all the votes cast, and; Charles H. Crane, of Massachusetts. proved by 
be seen that a preliminary vote has been taken in the | he was thereupon declared to be duly elected. The| William Hammond, of Missouri. public was 
house of representatives showing that a very large| Washington Union says that on the 16th ballot Mr.| Henry S. Hewit, of Connecticut. menis on { 
majority, more than two to one, of that body, are at| King’s name was withdrawn, and that Mr. Lewis Thomas A. McParlin, of Maryland. modelled 1 
issue with President Pork, whose veto message on the | was thereupon eleoted. ete 
river and harbor bill will be found in this number. Mr. Paurrey’s LETTER TO Mr. Winrnaror, rel btn, th 
¢| Breapsrurrs passing tHe N. York CANALS FROM | tive to the speakership of the U. States house of r 6° rae 
Unirep Srares arnmory.—The expenditures at th | 1834 ro 1847.—A correspondent of the Detroit Free | presentatives—and Mr. Winthrop’s reply. a le or 
Springfield United States armory, for the manufac-| Press, writing from Albany, says he visited the canal 56 Coleman’s Washington, Dec. 5, 1847. # elec 
ture of arms and machinery for the year ending | department in that city for two days, and was per- Dear Sir,—It would give me pleasure to aid| Gor os 
June 30th, 1847, was $172,537 65. The fabrica-| mitted tocopy many statistics, which must interest my vote in placing you in the chair of the house tes Rope 
tions during the year were as follows, viz: every farmer and business man at the west. Note / representatives. But I have no personal hopes yy pl 
14,300 muskets, at ¢10 56 $151,039 10| the increase since the northwest has commenced set-| fears to dictate my course in the matter, and Gy - 4 aed 
201 Musketoons, at $12 00 2,211 00} tling:— great consideration for me must be that of the po . hy wn 
26,046 Screw-drivers, at 17 cts. 4,427 82) Flour arrived at Hudson river from 1834 to 1847. | ey which the speaker will impress on the action of ou. grea 
2,083 Spring vices at 25 cts, 515 75| Year. Barrels. Value. house. id impres 
19,726 Wipers, at 10 1-2 cts. 2,071 24; 1834 1,057,870 $4,897,006 Not to trouble you with suggestions as to subon churches. 
2,009 Ball Screws, at 15 cts, 301 25] 1885 1,097,050 6,494,312 | nate points, there are some leading questions | A new e1 
6,338 Cones (extra) at 8 cts. 597 04} 1836 1,001,300 8,535,044 | which it may be presumed that you have 2 sella which it is | 
50 Vent picks, at 2 cts. 100; 1837 987,300 8,456,082 | purpose. May I respectfully inquire, whether formation <¢ 
7 Modle and sample arms 609 65; 1838 1,165,320 8,901,758 | elected speaker, it is your intention; B® *serieved p 
1,097 Arm chests, at $3 00 3,291 00; 1839 1,072,010 6,451,919 So to constitute the committee of foreign relati We hail t 
24 Packing boxes, at ¢1 00 24 00; 1840 1,980,670 8,803,003 | and ways and means as to arrest the existing ¥4 The mott 
28 Machines and turning engines 6,239 67| 1841 1,779,329 9,267,142 So to constitute the committee on territories AMM orought us | 
Sundry components of arms for issue 1,209 04; 1842 1,703,800 8,282,163 | obstruct the legal establishment of slavery withia On the 1§ 
1843 2,239,600 9,456,108 | territory; . b/ H. Bell « 
Total $172,537 65) 1844 2,685,350 10,097,508 So to constitute the committee on the judicial), FR republic wit 
(Springfield Gazette. he 3 ion een 14,021,081 | to favor the repeal of the law of Feb. - = po Bh il N 
as ,003, 15,345,377 | denies trial by jury to persons charged wil) ' — ¢ 
Texas.—The following report of acase tried in| 1847 3,944,818 24,776,206 | slaves; to tees: fair and 1 favorable consideratio beria, the 
the district court of Nueces co., Texas, has some in-| The above estimate of value is made by an officer | the questions of the repeal of those acts of 0m ‘tigen 
terest:—~ of the canal department, who averages prices for | which now sustain slavery in this District, and 10 ® authorit 
Weyman vs. Porter, This was an action to recover} each month during the navigation. ‘The value at Al-| ther such measures as may be in the power of GS Porarily recc 
damages from the defendant, who was an officer of | bany is given, The price for this season, is averaged | gress to remedy the grievances of which Mas Le this Statio 
the United States army commanding the post at Bra- | at $6 25 per barrel, A grain of near $10,000,000 | setts complains at the hands of S. Carolina, 0™ YS govern 
gos St. Jago, for illegally taking possession of his | to the states west of Buflallo, over 1846, is thus | to the treatment of her citizens. ae in oes wa 
store and stock of goods, in April last, and destroy-|shown. This is highly gratifying. Next comes:—| I should fee] much obliged to you for a rep a Sa 
ing his business asa merchant. The defendant an-| Wheat arrived at Hudson river from 1834 to 1848 | your early convenience, and should be happy ra} : 1 aepen 
swered that the Island of Bragos St. Jago andthe| Year, Barrels. Value. permitted to communicate it, or its subs tha » Capt, 
countryjthereabouts had been conquered by thearmsof} 1834 813,945 $822,195 | some gentlemen who entertain similar views" ea ano 
the United States, and that the state of Texas hadno| 1835 671,455 901,227 jon this class of questions, I am, dear % oo at the 
jurisdiction over it, and that he had acted under the} 1856 816,690 1,443,495 | great personal esteem, your friend and servath a Ne ee 
orders of his superiors, and had no further defence to eal 588,112 1,184,074 JOHN G. PALF a oe 
ake. : 546,084 981,820 To Hon, R. C. Winturop. palut; 
ee The Hon. M. P, Norton, district judge, charged| 1839 500,496 765,922 pits Ee omg the 
the jury—That all the territory to the principal stream | 1840 ],519,905 1,559,859 Washington, Coleman’s Hotel, Dec- 5, The b> 
of the Rio Grande was within the limits of the state} 1841 773,994 889,213 Dear Sir,—Your letter of to-day has this & nn 
of Texas, and that no officer of the United States ar-} 1842 818,833 1,002,615 | been handed to me. : “4 area ing 
my had authority to interfere with a citizen, in the} 1843 830,660 827,343 | am greatly obliged by the disposition yr ices te 
transaction of his legitimate business, within the lim-| 1844 1,269,611 1,211,759 | “to aid in placing me in the chair of ther rirese 
its of the state-and a verdict was found againstthe; 1845 1,620,033 1,941,869 j|representatives.” But I must be perfectly nf » bee 
defendent for fifteen thousand dollars damages. 1846 2,294,243 3,665,141 | saying to you, that if Jam to occupy tha h, 
The grand jury found three indictments against 1847 3,944,818 5,980,618 | must go into it without pledges of any at 
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re [have not sought the place. I have solicited no {-ontinue their establishment there. Within the last | their superabundance indeed, was slightly develop- 
hi row man’s vote. Ata meeting of the whig members of three weeks they have succeeded, notwithstanding the oe oe the past season. The Review might have 
oo . rate the house last evening, (at which, however, I be-| vigilance of the officers of the men-of-war, shipping | un’ ¢ “ay? from those a “ ae what waa 
niietel en lieve, that you were not present, ) I was formally no- | two cargoes of slaves—one, I am told by a French pasts nl Brot pnp a < Py oa thy 
so eigg minated as the whig candidate for speaker, and I officer, in an American vessel; rather she was Ame-/ of the wee sts facilities for Ciaiadsting the pro- 
it is do ra have accepted the nomination. ai a rican a few hours before the slaves were shipped.— | ducts of the west to the seaboard are yet completed, 
eal wn t. But I have uniformly said to all who have inquired | This success has so elated them that they now openly | Others are in process of obiienaiiah aan. wae 
board be of me, that my policy in organizing the house must | avow their determination to prevent any negotiation | afford channels through which the grain and provi- 
viciiaoat te sought for in my general conduct and character as | for the territory, and have recently made lurge pre-| sions of that region may be precipitated in any desi- 
’ 


q public man. : sents to the chiefs, on condition that they will not} rable quantity at a reasonable notice and at reduced 

[have been for seven years a member of congress | transfer their territory to the Americans.” prices for transportation. Our western towns and 
from our common state of Massachusetts. My votes} One of the vessels alluded to above was the brig} cities wil! hardly be starved by the abstraction, 
are on record. My speeches are in print. If they| Bridgton, of Philadelphia, capt James A. Gilmer, | however rapidly their population may increase. | — 
of N. York, have not been such as to inspire confidence in my | who, having landed a cargo of goods at New Cess, Another reason assigned by the Review for the 


lo Adver, 


roughout the course, nothing that I could get up for the occasion, | went to Monrovia on his way to the United States eo Play laa na nat " yor . tart much 
the age, and in the shape of pledges or. declaration of purpose, | via Brazil, and stopped to take in ballast, and he, be- y ay = he rn ° and the , Wee q are 
litician, hon. ht to. do 80. sss chile tak h Th , ined | bere for that article to find the immense influx of 
nen, oug ng sick, was taken on shore. © vesse! remainec | emigrants that are arriving from Euro 
d his missi ld I feel it ith hich ti that ring pe. 
18 Mission Still less could 1 feel it consistent with my own] there some two or three weeks, during which time; Now this is exceedingly thoughtful on his part, 
12th Dee, honor, after having received and accepted a general | she was boarded by the United States brig Dolphin, | and especially as so many of them are presuming to 
DE surpassed nomination, and just on the eve of the election, to| and every thing appeared so fair as to remove all sus-| come in a starving condition and not accustomed as 
et by & quar. frame answers to specific questions, like those which | picion from the mind of Captain Pope. Soon after|he deems our communities to be,to living upon 
Onstitution of you have proposed, to be shown to a few gentlemen | she sailed for New Cess, took in about 500 slaves, | Indian cora instead of wheat. He thinks it will 
petent to ful. as you suggest, and to be withheld from the great | and left the coast! make avast difference in our consumption of the 
ars and leay. body of the whigs. Ought not that factory on shore to be broken up? article. Admitting the emigrants to be even so 
e descends to Deeply, therefore, as I should regret to lose the | If the authorities of Liberia can succeed in purchas- | hungry, we should hardly suppose they would con- 


est men of the distinction which the whigs in congress have offered | ing the territory, the slaves will have to depart very |*U™e quite as much as they are likely to be the 
his memory to me, and through me to New England for want of fast. bs y ‘| producers of, upon the fertile lands whieh so many 
the aid of a Massachusetts vote, I must yet respect- of them proceed tothe immediate cultivation of — 


; . : : The considerate Reviewer need be under no appre 
fully decline any more direct reply to the interroga-} Ta Senoowzrn Mary Anw.—It was mentioned, @ baer ete of cmigranite rodisiiiy the surplus proddcss 


¥.—The arm tories which your letter contains. few days ago, that the schooner Mary Ann had bee" | of our jands. That process will hardly diminish 

Q7th of Oct, remain, with every sentiment of personal esteem, | run off from Galinas, Afric:, by the mate while Capt | the stock we shal! have for markets. 

ation of appifame Your friend and servant, Flowery was on shore sick. The Mary Ann has oopren 

aff of the regu ROBERT C. WINTHROP. | since arrived at New York and the mystery is ex-| Army In THE FizLv.—Aecording to the report of 
Hon. J. G. Patrrey, &c., &e. plained as follows by the mate. He had satisfacto- | the secretary of war, the aggregate force belonging 

ined, the {ol onan rily ascertained that the Mary Ann was to be made a/| 9, and en route for, General Sc »tt’s column is esti- 


mated at 32,156 mer, 
In the column under Gen. Taylor’s , 

command 6,727 * 
In the Santa Fe and Oregon route 


ointment, and Tue RepuBLic OF Liperta. The constitution of |slaver, and not having shipped for that purpose, ayd 
| this republic, was completed in convention on the | knowing the consequences to himself and crew, if 
26th July, and was published in full in the Luminary | found in that business, he and they had concluded to 








of August the Lith. It was almost unanimously ap-}take her out of the port. They remained on the. a 
.. proved by the popular vote and the birth of the a coast five days in wah of falling. in with an Ameri-_ ae Ps iat or on the way ry 

public was celebrated throughout the various settle-| can cruiser, with the intention of giving up the schoo-' there 1019 “ 

ments on the 24th of August. The constitution is|ner. Not succeeding, he stood for Monrovia, with po i 
. modelled upon our own; many of its provisions are | the expectation of seeing an American or English} Entire force employed in the war 43,536 men. 


copied verbatim. man-of-war, but in this he was disappointed. While) Of which 21,509 are regulars. _ ; 
r ” Everything connected with the organization of the | off Monrovia he saw a boat standing out at the har-| There is no means of ascertaining the deductions 
INTHROP, government seems to have been conducted with ad-| bor, which he suppossed had been despatched after | which should be made for sickness disabilities and 


tes house of re mirable order. him from Gallinas, when he put away and brought the | other casualties, which diminish the above to the 


Bes 1847 The elections for president and vice president and | vessel into New York. The Mary Ann is now at| @ctually fective force employed. 


. members of the legislature took place in October.— | anchor in the East river, in charge of an officer of | 
pasure to aid Gov. Roberts was elected president and N. Bran-| the customs, and will be detained until the whole I. Tae Conarp steamer, left Boston on the Gth 


of the hovueGae poy vice president. matter shall be investigated by the proper authority. | inst. for Halifax and Liverpool, with 34 passengers 


rsonal hopes ¢ A flag was , 

, presented to the president by the ladies‘ ats me 
Hee, e of Monrovia, on which occasion the military were AMERICAN COMMERCE AND AGRICULTURE.— a8 ee aa bor — vé gee pwn, 0% 
that o out in great force. Later in the day services of aj Western cities are growing at a pace which not only | PAYS $350,000, part of which was from Canada—« 


the action of very impressive character were had in one of the | 28tonishes, but alarms some of the wise ones across |The expresses which left Kingston and Montreal on 





for Liverpool and 7 for Halifax. She takes out, one 


churches. the Atlantic. A vevy talented and laborious writer | Saturday last, with letters, packages, and specie, tc» 
ns as to suber 4 F aa iu the Edinburg Review for October, after collat- | be forwarded by the steamer, were seized at Bure 
ng questions A new era in the history of Africa is commenced, ing a number of valuable statistics on the subject, | lington, Vt., by the custom house officers for violae 


nu have 2 8 which it is fervently hoped will speedily work a re-| comes to the grave conclusion, that so rapid is the tion of the post office and revenue laws, and of 

‘ire, whether, formation of the condition of the benighted and/ growth of the cities in the Valley of the Mississip | gourse were left behind. 

; aggrieved people of that quarter of the world. ; pi and on the lakes, and so formidable their number Apprehensions are entertained for the fate of the 

; foreign relatic We hail the new republic. of inhabitants, that to supply them with breadstuffs French mail steamer Union. Twenty-four days have 
isting War The motto of the republic is, “The love of Liberty will prevent the agriculturists of those regions from tagaed since sh felt Chorburs for). Yaak 

n territories 8 brought us here.” sparing any considerable amount of grain or flour, one . , 

avery withia On the 18th Sept. the United States brig Boxer, for the supply of any deficiency in England or Ire- AFRICA: 


H. H. : ted land! From time to time we have been amazed al 
he judiciay wy akceanie the flag of the new accounts of the rapid growth of our western cities,| INTERIOR EXPLORATION.—Cairo, 26th Seplember.— 
n the ju 4 s® ° 


Captain Mt f H. M. sloop Favori and read with admiration of the increase of their | In a few days a company of eight Europeans, four 
b. 12, 99, Wray, Of Hi. M. sloop Favorite, on be-| population and extent of their improvements, but | of them Germans, are to set out for the interior of 
arged with *; notified of the change in the political relations of | that they were increasing even in this steam and mag-| Africa. Their projects are partly scientific and part- 
e consideratiol beria, the formation of the new constitution and | netic ‘age, at so rapid arate as that to feed them) ly religious. Five catholic priests, at whose head is 
e acts of cog government, and the adoption of a new flag, informed | would absorb the productive powers of the agricul~ | the Padre Ryllo, known for his abilities in the Le. 
istrict, and t0 the authorities that “the flag of Liberia will be tem- | tural region of the western valley, hever once en- | banon difficulties, otherwise cailed Abunumansur, a 
the power of OME Porarily recognised by her Britannic Majesty’s ships tered our thick cranium, uatil we found the idea ae- | noted Jesuit and formerly head of the propaganda at 


rt s 00 this station until further j ’ Ma-| Fiously entertained by the profound Scotch Reviewer. | Rome, are to prosecute the religious aims of the 
ee te AMesty’s eovernment.” go elt or — geged The farmers of the west we doubt not, will be equal |expedition. Mr. Cassolani, Mauritanian bishop, the 
Varolina, 6 ly indepted to this far-seeing inheritur of the gift of | largest bishoprick 10 the world, as it comprehends 


vernment was deeply interested in their welfare, and 


i i : “si idea. the lands extending from the Atlantic to the R: 
ou for a repli 2 his opinion, would not hesitate to acknowledge second-sight for the idea all the la g Red 


If such a conception had made its sppearance in| sea, and from the Mediterranean to the equator, is 


ld be happy auby ss ndence. After, however, the new flag was one of the daily journals, it might have passed as| also a member of the expedition. His plan is to 
- jts subs ae. ; apt. Murray came into port again, with a! another specimen of how little Europeans generally | proceed from Khartoon the chef city of Sennaar, or 
ilar views a, another letter from Lord Palmerston, sta-) know or conceive of our republic, but appearing as | from Beled Sudan as Mehemet Ali named the pro- 
m, dear sf = at the British government would not interrupt | it does in one of their most popular Reviews, and | vince, to the Babar el Abiad or White Nile, at the 49 
| and servath oe republic of Liberia if the people of Liberia would | proceeding from the pen of a man of research, and | N latitude, further than Europeans bare yet (t’issaid) 
G. P ALF! interfere with British commerce on that part of | apparently of candor, in search of truth, it does | penetrated, and to establish a mission station there. 


¢ coast of Africa; and Capt. Murray then declined | really amaze us to find we are so little known and ap-| about, Baron J. W. V. Mueller of Wurtemburg, 
wuting the flag of Liberia, shail ihe had pera preciated by intelligent men of that country. His | known already to the scientific world by his journeys 
6 Des 5, 194 Promised to do. ’ whole article is written ‘American Commerce,” | in Algiers and peo 5 age 2g yp - 

Yee this € commissi ; to show the impossibility of America supply-| travels have a further destination, me wit make 
jay hes a Osecuting te pareh arte od re va! 2g “‘teue ing ‘any great or sudden Pike Fr for wheat,” for | the effort which has already cost so many sacrifices, 
ured al pironase of territory, having lately | ine wriier argues, ‘some large increase in its culti- | to travel tnrough central Africa, in a south west di- 


#4: | the Litt] C j . “ P e . ss init 

ition Yr ¢ Cape Mount region. But there | vation” would be oecessar dhis argument is that|reetion so as to reach the Atlantic upoa thé’ 'edat 
ie of the Died we eet of their being able to purchase New shih Iabeanen is Peete Hy r “2 : of Guinea. Duke Paul of Wurtemburg estimates 
, perfectly BiGoy | © site of the only remaining slave factory.| Wuthout contemplating any such demand or using | that the diffe» ities of the task and its torrid’ elime 
ycoupy that ° i, ris says: ‘We shall not be able to secure | unnatural efforts for the occasion, the capability of | has already cost 88 per eent of the lives of all who 








*keept at a very extravagant price, as the shavers | this cduntry to pare from their weuel supply, from ' have ever undertaken it. 
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A debate ensued, in the course of which Mr. Allen 
moved to refer the resolutions to the committee on foreign 


others participated, they were passed over for the pre- 


diciary was instruced to inquire whether any legislation 
be necessary to carry into effect the treaty between this 
country and France, of the 9th November 1843, for the 


ee 





volutionary officers and soldiers. Referred to the 
committe on military affairs. 
Mr. Johnson, of Md.. submitted a resolution calling 


five minutes in explaining such amendment. 


ever a committee of the whole is obliged to rise for 


Mr. C.J. Jngersoll offered a resolution, which was 
adopted, that the 1ules of the jast house, with the 


——s 


Pee 


claring that the war with Mexico should be 
cuted for an indemnification of wrongs sustaj 
and a recognition of our rights; and that the on 


A motion to lay said petition on the table having 


table. 


should not be unnecessarily prolonged, but should be 
terminated as soon as an honorable peace can be 
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upon the seéretary of war for statements of the num. | tion of overtures for peace leave conn 
ABSTRACT OF PROCEEDINGS. ber of volunteers called out since 7th May 1846; the |.but to prosecute hostilities aheality ana Nernatin — 
SENATE. number of discharged; the number of regulars and | ly. ; MBoroys. 5. is 
Drcsmper 20. Mr. Diz, of New York, presented a | volunteers who have served in Mexico; thenumber| Mr. Jacob Thompson, of Miss., called for th pe i 
memoria! from the officers of the pe Se Mexico, dated | now there; the number of killed and wounded; and} vious question upon them. © pre. il ye 
at Puebla, and headed by Scott, Worth, and ovher| the number who have died from wounds or disease.| On motion the house adjourned. a tp R 
erg vg sept prayin a _ establishment art Lies over. Geineiicts ta Wisco inten ats 2 6. 
ist in the service, and that adequate provision be ; : . dre ’ —_ ass Of documents not con! 
made for the widows and orphans of soldiers who bave| . se lastrudlcg 36 te Deltein ho prot Rouen petitions were referred to their appropriate cottiny, which ¥ 
ty Mausam of Indiana, gave notice of his inten- | ‘eding the provisions of the act extending naval pen- yy AR motion of Mr. Dayton be “ele 
tion of presenting a bill for the establishment of a terri- | 10S for five years to those cases where the pensions | Resolved, That the committee on the judici the strot 
Bey torial government in Oregon. have exnired since 3d March, 1847. instructed to inquire whether any lonislation be be honor, ¢ 
Bit Public la Agreeably to notice, Mr. Felch, of} Mr. Johnson, of Louisiana, on leave introduced a| cessary to earry into effect the treaty between i, true ligh 
Bese Michigan, asked and obtained leave to bring in a join'| bill to continue the pensions of certain widows:— | eountry and France, of the 9th Nov b ee this aR 
afi i a ea relating » Pe Ph of public lands, stating | Read twice and referred to the committee on pen-| the sAbehader of ertutunle whe sh Vigitives t for e0 woul 
pat act of errors and defective returns existing in many | sions, pide es from 
a hem, ting th seosity and f rectify: _ _ | justice, and the 10th article of the treaty with similar ¢ 
be | Geuen. ae sak Win Gee. and - eee sme. by ia + ry agp the committee on naval affairs, | ‘Britain of August 9, 1842, upon the phi abies volve us 
: unanimous consent, and referred to the committee on ported a Dill to provide for the appoiutment of} that said committee report a bill to carry the roti principle 
public lands. were assistant pursers in the navy. sions of said treaties into effect, if the same shal p ‘ servation 
Mr. Breese, of Illinois, then requested and obtained} |." Crittenden, on leave, introduced a bill to pro-| pear to be necessary. P 8. Re 
leave by unanimous conset to bring in a bill, authorizing vide for the purchase of the Madison papers, for Slavery in the D. Columbia.—Mr. Giddings pre ed to the 
eertain holders of land, in Indian reservations to remain | $25,000, and advocated the claims of the venerable | ed the memorial of certain citizens of ~ ey SA pst involving 
in possession of the same under a title in fee, thus alie- | widow with great force and eloquence. The bill was| Columbia— tatciet of tling 
nating them from Indian occupation. ; made the special order for Monday. “That the slavetrade is now carried j frat conn 
bill was read twice and referred to the committee} The death of Gen. Hamer having been announced, | District of Columbi oom the Re 
en Indian affairs. the senate adjourned until Monday Jistrict o ee ia to a large extent. Your peti. 9 : 
Mr. Hale, of N. Hampshire, presented the resolutions . tioners, therefore, respectfully ask that all j; not the o 
of Beenetion ‘adopted by the legislature of that state, HOUSE OF REPRESENT ATIVES pena ae. he BEC such trade within sid reason fo 
ive to the Wilmot Proviso. 4 . istrict may be repealed.” enemy’s | 
_ Mr. Niles, of Connecticut, presented similar resolu-| Saturpar, Dec. 18. The house debated the,| Signed by William Flaherty, William Blanchard sarily ex! 
tions from the legislature of that state upon the Wilmot | report from committees on the rules of the houses | George Savage, J.C. Greer, B. Milburn,C. S. Fow. 10. R 
It rtsst canta vctdalSind’ dolitie Lib ead in-obdlor: he an Soally sareed retain ” rule Melting speaker- we T. M. Milburn, Charles C. Moore, Joseph Scho. ng, to ap| 
; I er, o one hour, wi e privilege to the member re-| field, Columbus MeLeod, Wm. Greer, Jno. ‘L. Whit. and gene! 
mueed their postponement until ihe first Tuesday in Ja | porting « measure, to open and close the debate, and | taker, James Handley, Martin Buell, J. F. Calla army ma; 
y- lo every member proposing an amendment to occupy | H. Taylor, Thomas P. Vial, Thos. Fitnam. slaughter 





ing from 








the U. Sta 





affairs. A rule was adopted that “members may address | failed by a vote of 97 to 97, its further consideration nemy. 
Afier a warm debate, the further consideration of the | ®@ house or committee from the clerk’s desk, or | was laid over under the rule. ll. R 
reasbesigae was postponed until, and made the special os ae hens Resend op nea Roe i after the Notices for various bills were given. ; nose wf 
order of the 4th proximo. els plan adopted in the French Chambers. The Mexican War.—The Speaker then announced VOUre Be, 
a The resolutions presented by Mr. Dickinson, of New Motions to suspend the rules are, by the new rules | that at the adjournment of the house yesterday the withdraw 
é eae Cane eine hen Up» 446 ones an eat wt considerably restricted. And a rule is adopted under | pending question was the motion of Mr. Botts to lay surfeited 
q te, in which Messrs. Dickinson, Uass, oun, and| which the names of absentees will be reported when-| the resolution moved by Mr. Richardson on the boundary 








































alifornia, 


ae A message was received from the house, announcing ee of aquorum. In committee of the whole, all) Mr. Botls withdrew the motion, in order that the At Be 
pie | its proceedings it: reference to the death of Mr. George | . usiness shall hereafter be considered and concluded | house might take a direct vote on the resolution. p tights of 
: ae Dromgvole. ‘The senate then adjourned. in the order of reference to them by the house, ex--} Mr. Stephens sent up to the clerk’s table the pro makes rig 
i ‘| DecemBer 21. Mr. Mangum, on leave, broughtin a| C°P! general appropriation bills, which may be pre | position which he repeated he intended to offer as an Jaw; and : 
De Meet bill directing the secretary of the navy to purchase the ferred at the discretion of the committee. On the | amendment in case the previous question were nol ayotbe 
chee be patent right to the conical ventilator. Read twice and | rule providing for a committee on the Smithsonian | sustained. of happine 
Rea 6? referred to the committee on naval affairs. Institution, a debate arose. Mr. Andrew Johnson} 11 was read, as follows: fe cannot 
he q ee Mr. Diz, on leave, introduced a bill to repeal the act | advocated the appointment of the commitiee, and Whereas, lt 1s no less desirable that the interests pire ag the 
Shae peBnats pron a eareoneg Race raha twice and htt oot oe manner ae the —* in| and honor of our country should be cordially sustain- ve ne 
be refe > the c Y C+ . | relation to the institution had beea conducted. Be-| ed and defended so long as the present war wih Mme, ? "© 
ey On motion of Mr. Dayton, the committee on the ju-| fore any question had been taken upon the said rule,| Mexico continues to pn Fam, hee eat the conflict barbor i 


herefor, ; 
bopie, 















































































Be surrender of criminals who are fugitives from justice, modifications this day adopted, be the ru'es of the | obtained; and whereas it is believed that a dive relly 14 
ay eae &c., &c. house for the present session of congress. The} of opinion prevails to a considerable extent as tay Re 
Bihan Se A number of private bills were reported from com- | house then adjourned. the ultimate aims and objects for which the wat people 
Bat "ye i mittees, and the senate then adjourned. Monpar, Dec. 20. Several petitions and memo- | should be prosecuted; and it being proper that this alberta 
| | DecumBer 22. Among petitions presented was one rials relating to different subjects, were presented. matter should be settled by the clear expression ; wy u 
Aas Be oak Gay from the widow of Alexander Hamilton, praying con-| Mr. Truman Smith offered a resolution for the ap-| of the legislative will, solemnly proclaimed to the Gal Gag 
S4y ut bes gress to purchase 1,000 copies of the papers of the de- | pointment of a select committee of five to consider | world: nee of 
pre Sac statesman. Referred to the committee on the = report eg value to be affixed to thesmall| Be it therefore resolved by the Senate and Hows f nae 
Bhi e library. ; . | Silver coin of foreign countries. Representatives of the United Sta.es in congress assemble , Mt. Botts 
Bare: mut Mr. me irotented » eee cociees ag es Bent Mr. Murphy offered a joint resolution declaring That the ated war with Mexico should not . panes Ic 
Bay i | ra Sak ond to the mh and abolish slavery. Laid on the sympathy of the American people in the efforts | waged or prosecuted “with a view to conqutth Arooteie 
Lege papas by vote of 33 to 9. making by Pope Pius 1X. to ameliorate the condition | either by the subjugation or dismmemberment of (0 BiB rder fo. g,,, 
high 4 Mr. Hale also presented a petition praying the aboli- of the people and improve the laws of ltaly. republic. ; Mr. Thor 
a OE: 4 i tion of slavery throughout the Union. Mr. Hunt, of N. York, presented a resolution| Be it further resolved by the authority aforesaid, Th! Biion whict: | 
} eile oe The motion to receive the petition was laid upon the relating to obtaining a reciprocity of privilege in| it is the desire of the United States that hostilities oF ite readii 
UE ae 4 ‘ { table. fk 5 trade with Canada. should be terminated upon terms honorable to bolt The clerk 
Bi! oat iy Fit Mr. Ashley, from the judiciary ime Se maiies a; Mr. J. W. Houston offered a resolution for pre-| parties, embracing a mutual settlement of the qu lollows: — 
Ds) ae wes hail bil] supplementary to the act ul regulate Ste oP Pe ich senting medals to General Taylor and his officers. | tions growing out of the “proper and rightful” boul tt reso 
tS eee ag jurisdiction of supreme court of the United states, whic Mr. Goggin offered a resolution authorising an in- | dary of T'exas, and a full ition and propet Imm, (he Unite 
Pig! Uta e.g ad three times by unanimous consent, and pass- |. ; ; Se {ees $, and a full recognition P ‘ot MEL in the 
Tp : od hig quiry to be made into the return of Santa Auna into | provision on her part to be made for all the J hited Stat 
Papas tae Mr. Cass. from the committee on military affairs, re- Mexico — claims of our citizens against that country bd to the gx 
Ta ae ported a bill to raise, fora limited time, an additional Mr. Grinnell, of Mass., presented a resolution, as| whole to be adjusted by negotiation, to be instil hediately e: 
Tee tak number of troops, and gave notice that he would call it to whether the president had appointed officers to | and effected according to the constitutional form followin, 
Hie tae ; up as soon as it should be printed. make an exploration of the Dead Sea. each government respectively. wet. Th 
ct an After executive session the senate adjourned. Mr. Schenck, of Ohio, introduced a resolution in-| Me. Botts offered the following substitute {of tbe re and } 
: i at DecemBer 23. A message was received from the | quiring as to the manner and particulars of the con-| resulutions of the gentleman from Illinois. ts the Gulf 
‘ 4 qi ay resident transmitting a report from the secretary | quest of New Mexico, and the nature and extent of 1. Resolved, That among the highest duties id gee 
ri a 1 ee of the navy, with a statement of the act of congress | the orders issued to the mililary commanders of thai| can devolve upon the representatives of the pet henits south 
Ee Hii for the construction of dry docks at Pensacoia, Phi-| station. Also referred. is the preservation of the national integrity, @ “a Mexation ; 
‘3 igs x ladelphia, and Kittery, Maine. Referred to the A resolution was then presented by Mr. Isaac E.| observance of the limitations of the constituliod, 8Said Ric 
Gg: pe eommittee on naval affairs, and ordered to be print. | Holmes, of S. Carolina, advising congres to call on| a firm resistance to execulive encroachment. — o rated the 
Rate § ed ; : tue states tu return the old surplus fund of $30,000,-| 2. Resolved, That any war which has for 1 ®Maulipas; 
» ia ae f The bill providing for a deficiency, in part, of |} O00, which has been distributed among them, before | ject the acquisition of territory by conques|, br Sent Re. 
ks ia the appropriation for subsistence in kind for the| making any more Jyans on behalf-of the general! into question the national character, is in viol rere, I 
famiy 2 army, for the yeor ending 30th June, 1848, was re- | goverament. . of the coustitution ef the United States, 10 co vl me ‘oh 
Sie ie erived from the house, and referred to the committee | _ Mr. Pettit, of Indiana, offered a series of resolu-| with the genius and spirit of our institutions, ongent pe 
: i ue haaied. , lions in favor of internal improvements. dangerous to the perpetuity of the Union. ot ced with; 
ha ay Mr. Cass presented a memoria! in behalf of “the Mr. Sims, of S. Carolina, moved that they be laid 3. Resolved, That the war in which wé pole * 8 point a 
at widows and orpbans of the U. States army,” praying | on the table. The motion was negatived. Yeas engaged was not brought on by the act of Mes! Centre of 
| that they may be placed upon the eame footing in a ae (Tape 4. Resolved, That the war with wegig o ie, be w 
regard le pensions as the widows and orphans of re- Mr. ardson then introduced a resolution, de-| brought on by the yneuthoriged act of the P e Course « 
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d of Gen. Taylor into territory then in pos- 
es of the Mexican republic. rae 

5, Resolved, That we have no right to claim in- 
dempity for the expenses of a war brought on by the 
ill acvised and unprovoked act of our own public 

j es. 
functiesoloed, That the honor of this nation does 
not consist in exacting territory from Mexico, to 
which we have no claim, and yielding to Great 
Britain territory the title to which was asserted to 
be “elear and unquestionable,” and that to evade 
{he strong and pursue the weak does not present the 
honor, courage, OF greatness of our people in their 

ight. 
ae Mpeiobed, That to exact indemnity from Mexi- 
eo would devolve upon us the necessity of making a 
similar demand 4n all future wars, which would in- 
yolve us in interminable conflict, or of surrendering a 
rinciple now insisted on as indispensa'ile to the pre- 
servation of our national honor. — 

8. Resolved, That no new territory can be annex- 
edto the United States by virtue of the war without 
involving the agitation of domestic difficulties, be 

{ting sectional animosities, and weakening the ties 
that connect us together. 

9. Resolved, That if the conquest of territory be 
not the object of the war, we can perceive no good 
reason for continuing our troops in the heart of the 
enemy’s country, by which their lives are unneces- 
sarily exposed and our resources uselessly expended. 

10. Resolved, That a conquering nation has yoth- 
ing to apprehend from an exhibition of magnanimity 
and generosity to a defeated foe; and that a victorious 
army may retire from the pursuit of carnage and 
slaughter without incurring the imputation of retreat- 
ing from the scattered and discomfitted forces of the 
nemy. 

iM Resolved, That the most efficient if not only 
© means of restoring a speedy and honorable peace 
would be, under proper preliminary arrangements, to 
withdraw our troops, already covered with glory and 
surfeited with success, to the true and legitimate 
boundary of Texas at the time of ils annexation to 
he U. States. 

12. Resolved, That our institutions founded on the 
rights of man, repudiate the doctrine that “might 
makes right,” as the freebooter’s plea and the pirate’s 
Jaw; and so long as we offer an asylum to the op- 
pressed and recognise ‘life, liberty, and the pursuit 
of happiness” among the inalienable rights of man; 
€ cannot insist upon the dismemberment of an em- 
pire as the price of peace. 

13. Resolved, That if, upon the restoration of 
peace, the necessities of our commerce shall require 
harbor in any part of the Mexican territory in 
valiforoia, we are able, and should be willing to pay 
herefor, as would become a great and ao honest 
bopie. 
14, Resolved, That if it shall be determined by 
he people, through their representatives, that this 
arshall be further prosecuted in Mexico, it then 
becomes the duty of all parttes to protect our na- 
pal flag and brave army by furnishing all needful 


pplies of men and money to carry it on with vigor 
nd effect. 


Mr. Botts said he hoped it would be the pleasure of 
he house 10 yote down the previous question, and pee 
0 refer all the propositions to the committee of the whole 
bn the s:ate of the U.iion, and make them the special 
tder for sume day not tar distant. 

t» Thompson, of Indiana, gave notice of a proposi- 
bn Which he should submit when in order, and asked 
oF il@ reading. 


The clerk accordingly read jhe resolutions, which are 
follows: 


Be it resolved by the senate and house of representatives 
/ the United States of Amerwa in congress assembled, 
at ln the opinion of congress, the president of the 
hited States should forthwith cause to be communica- 
bd to the government of Mexico that peace may be im- 
hediately established between the two countries upon 
ollowing terma, to wit: 
sg That the boundary line between the United 
re and Mexico shall be as follows, (o wit: beginning 
Gulf of Mexico, near the mouth of the Rio Nue- 
id and running thence northwest, with the course of 
me 0 Nueces, so as to include all the ‘l'exan settle- 
eons south and west of said river, made prior to the 
“exation of ‘Texas to the United States; thence, up 
Seead i Naeves until it reaches ihe line which se- 
~ ki © province of New Mexico, Coabuilay;and 
Wipas; and thence, along said line, to the Rio 
x0 or Red river. 
eavanis [hat the government of the United States, 
; & tue intention of acquiring or hulding the 
onsen; cP ndwests_will purchase from Mexico, with the 
. of the government of Mexico, the territory em- 
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waters of the Rio Grande from those that run eastward, 
to the Gulf of Mexico, and pnrsuing said tange of moun- 
tains until it strikes the line of north'latitude 36° 30’; 
thence, by that parallel of latitude, west, to the Pacific 
ocean, 80 as to include within the United States the bay 
and city of Monterey, in Upper California. 

Third. That, in consideration of the cession of the 
territory embraced within the foregoing boundary, the 
government of the United States shall pay to the govern- 
ment of Mexico such sum of money as may be agreed 
upon by and between commissioners to be appvinted 
upon the part of each government: Provided, That 
there shall be deducted out of the sum so agreed on 
whatever amount may have been due by Mexico to the 
United States before the commencement of the war, if 
the sum so agreed on shall exceed the amount se found 
t» be due to the Unied States. 

Fourth. That the government of the United States 
shall ask from the government of Mexico no indemnity 
whatsoever for the expenses of the war. | 

Fifth. That, so soon as a treaty of peace shall have 
been ‘made and ratified by and between the two gov- 
ernments, the army of the United States shall be with- 
drawn from every portion of the territory of Mexico now 
or at that time in i's possession. 

Sixth. That the government of the United States will 
guaranty to the government of Mexico that all persons, 
now citizens of Mexico, who possess.,property within 
the territory thus proposed to be ceded, to the United 
States, shall continue to hold and enjoy the same under 
the laws and institutions of the United States. 

Mr. Toombs, offered the following: © 

Resolved, That neither the honor nor the interest 
of this republic demands the dismemberment of Mex- 
ico or the annexation of any portion of her territory 
to the United States as an indispensable condition to 
the restoration of peace. 

Mr. Vandyke, offered the following: 

Resoived, That, in the epinion of this house, the 
ordor of this government that Genéral Taylor with 
his army should take position on the bank of the 
Rio Grande, which resulted in the blockade of that 
river and the pointing of the guns of the U. States 
upon a Mexican town on the otherside, was unneces- 
sary and unwise, was an act of aggression in itself, 
and the immediate cause of conflict between the two 
nations. 

Resolved, That the invasion Of the territories of 
Mexico south and west of the’ Rie Grande, e:iber by 
sea or by land, and the storming and capturing of her 
towns and the slaying of her people within such ter- 
ritories, were acts of injustice, cruelty, and wrong; 
and that the requiring of Mexico, at the peril of her 
national existence to enter into treaty stipulations 
with us, while her country is‘sufrour ded by ournavy, 
her capital and chief towns in odf' po-session, her 
country subjugated and her people crushed an” pros. 
trate beneath our power, and with our resistiess can— 
non frowning upon her, and ovr conquering sword 
gleaming above her, is unreasohable and urfair to- 
wars Mexieo, as one of the ¢ontracting parties, un 
magnanimous and unchristian in us. 

Resolved, That the present war with Mexico should 
not be prosecuted any further for any purpose what- 
ever; that the whole of our forces in the Mexican 
country should be withdrawn asspeedily as possible, 
apd placed on territory which belongs to this coun- 
try; and that the administration be furnished with 
all the men and money necessary to protect our 
troops nuw in Mexico, and to accomplish such with- 
drawal in the inost practicable way, without harm or 
danger. 

Resolved, That, after the withdrawal of our troops 
as aforesaid east of the Rio Grande, the president 
of the United States be requested to send a commis. 
sioner or Commissioners to Mexico to settle such 
other questions aS may properly come before them. 
The cail for the previous question was not seconded 
there being 90 ayes, 202 nves, and the discussion of 
these proposed resolutions’ was thus thrown over to a 
fuiure day. 


| 
Internal improvements.—Mr. Wentworth submitted | 
the fotlowing resolution, and on it he asked for the 
previous question as follows: 
Resolved, Vhat the general government has the 
power to construct such harbors and improve such 
rivers as are ‘“‘necessary and proper “for the prolec- 
tion uf Our navy and our commerce, and also for the 
defences of our country. 
By a vote of 138 yeas to 54 fiays; the house agreed 
to the resolution ana afterward acjourned. 


Weonzspar, Dec. 22. Mr. Lincoln, of Lilinois, 
submitied a series of resoiutions, calling upoa the 
president to inform congress whether tue spot on 
which the first blood was shed in the beginning of 
the war with Mexico, is.or is not on the soil of the 
United States; whether said spot was or was bot 


whole (Mr. J. R. Ingersoll in the chair) and took up 
the bill to supply a deficiency in the appropriation 
for the subsistence department. Said bill being read 
and agreed to, on motion the committee rose and 
reported. The house then passed the bill through its 
several readings. 

On Mr. Vinton's motion, the house again went into 
committee of the whole. 

Mr. Vinton submitted a resolution referring the 
various portions of the president’s annual message 
to the standing committees. 

Mr.-.Clingman rose, and saying that he had an 
amendment to propose, which he did not know that 
he ought to offer, made a set speech on the subject 
of slavery, abolition, agitation at the south and north, 
the rights of new territories, the presidency, &e., 
&c. He maintained the just compromises of the 
constitution for all portions of the country. After 
he had concluded, he offered his amendment. 

Mr. Giddings moved a division of the resolution, 
so that each subject might be separately acted upon. 
But before any action was had, on montion, the 
committee rose, and the house adjourned. 

Tuurspay, Dec. 23. The Speaker, as the first busi- 
ness jn order under the rules, called for petitions, com- 
nm encing with the territory of Wisconsin. 


an eulogy on the death of his predecessor, Brigadier 
General Thomas L. Hamer, who was-elected to this 
congress, but subsequently died in Mexico, while in the 
military service of his country. Mr. M. submitted the 
customary resolutions of mourning, which were adgpt- 
ed, and the house adjourned over to Monday. 
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To the House of Representatives: 

On the last day of the last session of congress, a 
bill, entitled ‘tan act to provide for continuing cer- 
tain works in the territory of Wisconsin, and for 
other purposes,” which had passed both houses, was 
presented to me for my approval... I entertained ia- 
superable objections to its becoming a law; but the 
short period of the session whtch remained afforded 
me no sufficient opportunity to prepare my objections, 
and communicate them, with the bill, to he house of 
representatives, in which it originated. For the rea- 
son the bill was retained, and | deem it proper now 
to state my objections to it. 

Although, from the title of the bill, it would 
seem that its main object was to make provision 
for continuing certain works already commenced 
in the territory of Wisconsin, it appears, on exami- 
nation of its provisions, that it contains only a sin- 
gle appropriation of six thousand dollars to be aps 
plied within that territory, while it appropriates 
more than hali a million of dollars for the improve- 
ment of numerous harbors and rivers lying within 
the limits and jurisdiction of several of the states o 
the Union. 

At the preceding session of congress it became my 
duty to return, wilh my objections, to the house in 
which it originated, a bill making similar appropria- 
tions, and involving like principles, and the views 
then expressed remain unchanged. 

The circumstances under which this heavy expen- 
diture of public money was proposed were of im- 
posing weight io determining upon its expediency — 
Cungress has recogniged the existence of war with 
Mexico, and to proseeute it to ‘ta speedy and suc 
cessful termination” had made. appropriations ex- 
ceeding our ordinary revenues... To meet the emer- 
gency, and provide for the expenses of the govern- 
ment, a joan of twenty-three millions of dollars Was 
authorised at the same session, which has since been 
negotiated. Tie principal effect of this bill, bad it 
become a jaw, would have veen to add the whole 
amount appropriated by it to the national debt. It 
would, in iact have made necessary an additional 
loan to that amount, as effectually as if in terms at 
had required the secretary of the treasury to borrow 
the money therein appropriated. The main ques- 
lion in that aspect is, whether it is wise, while all 
the means and credit of the government, are needed 
to bring the existing war 4o an honorable close, to 
impair the one and endanger the other by borrowing 
money to be expeuded ip a system of interoal im- 
provements capable of an expansion sufficient to 
swallow up the revende not only ef our own coun- 
try, vutoi the civilized world. [tis to be appre- 
hended thal, by entering Upon such a career at this 
mowent, conh jence, al home and abroad, in the 
wisdom and prudence of the government, would be 





ceded to the United States by France in the Louisia | 


“na purchase; and whether said spot was or was not 


ceded by the United St.tes to Spain in the Fiorida 
treaty of 1819. The resolutions lie over. : 
Deficient appropriations.,On motion of Mr. Vinton, 





the centre of th id d > 
orth © said desert, or prairie 
West, to the range of mountaina which divide the 


the house reselved itself into commitiee of ihe 





so far impaired a» to make it difficult, without ao 
tumediate resort to heavy taxation, to maintain the 
puvic, credit and to preserve the honor of the nation 
sud ibe glory ofcuracms, in prosecuting the existing 
wart» a sueccesstul conclusion. Had this bill be- 
come a law, it is easy to foresee that largely increas- 


a61 


Mr. Jonathan D. Morris, of Ohio, now rose and read ° 
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ed demands upon the treasury wonld have been made 
at each succeeding session of congress, for the im- 
provement of numerous other harbors, bays, inlets, 
and rivers, of equal importance with those embrac- 
ed by its provisions. Many millions would proba- 
bly have been added to the necessary amount of war 
debt, the annua] interest on which must also have 
been borrowed, and finally a permanent national debt 
been fastened on the country and entailed on poste- 


rity. — 

The policy of embarking the federal government 
if a general.system of internal improvements had its 
origin but little more than twenty years ago. Ina 
very few years a application to congress for ap- 
propriations in furtherance of such objects exceeded 
two bundred millions, of dollars. In this alarming 
crjsis President Jackson refused to approve and sign 
the Maysville road bill, the Wabash river bill, and 
other bills of a similar character. His interposition 
put a check upon the new policy of throwing the cost 
of local improvements on the national treasury, pre- 
served the revenues of the nation for their legiti- 
mate objects, by which he was enabled to extinguish 
the then existing public debt, and to present to an 
admiring world the unprecedented spectacle in mo- 
dern times, of a nation free from debt, and advancing 
to. greatness with unequalled strides, under a govern- 
ment which was content to act within its appropriate 
sphere ip protecting the states and individuals in 
their own chosen career of improvement and of en- 
terprises. Although the bill under considerati6n 
proposes no appropriation for a road or canal, it is 
not easy to perceive the difference in principle or 
mischievous tendency between appropriations to 
making roads and digging canals and appropriations 
te.deepen rivers and improve harbors. All are alike 
within the limits and jurisdiction of the states, and 
rivers and-harbors alone open an abyss of expendi- 
ture sufficient to swallow up the wealth of the na- 
tiop;-and joad it with a debt which may fetter ils en- 

ies and tax its industry for ages to come. 

» The experience of several of the states, as well 
as'that of the United States, during the period that 
congress exercised the power of appropriating the 
publie money for internal improvements, is full of 
eloquent warnings. 11 seems impossible, in the aa- 
ture of the subject as connected with local represen- 

tation, that the several objects presented for improve- 
mentstiall be weighed according to their respective 
merits, and appropriations contined to those whose 
importance would justify a tax on the whole commu- 
pity to effect their accomplishment. 
‘In. some of the states, systems of internal improre- 
ments have been projected, consisting of roads and 
canals, many of which, taken separately, were not 
of'sufficient public importance to justify a tax on the 
entire population of the state to etiect their construc- 
tion; and yet, by a combination uf local interests, 
Operating on a majority of the Jegislature, the whole 
have been authorised, and the states plunged into 
heavy debis. ‘To en extent so ruinous has this ays. 
tem of legislation been carried in sume portions of 
the Union, that the people have found it necessary to 
to their own safety and prosperity to forbid their le- 
gisiatures, by constitutional restrictions, to contract 
public debts for such purposes without their imme- 
diate consent. 


If the abuse of power fias been so fatal iu the 
states where the syetems of taxation are direct, 
and the representatives responsibie at short perious 
‘to small masses of constituents, how much great- 
“er danger of abuse 1s to be appretiended in the 
general government, whose revenues are raised by 
‘sndirect taxation, and whose functionaries are re- 
sponsible to the people in jarger masses and for long- 
er terms? 

“Regarding only objects of improvement of the 
nature of those eu.braced in this bill, how snex- 
hestible we shall find them. Let the imagination 
run along our coast, from the River St. Croix to 
the Rio Grande, aid trace every river emptying 
into the Atlantic and Gulf of Mexico to its source; 
let it coast along our Jakes and ascend all their tri- 
buteries; let it pass to Oregon, and explore ail its 
Days, inlets, and streams, and then let it raise tne 
curtain of the future and contemplate the extent of 
the republic, aud the objects of improvement it will 
embrace, as it advances to its high destiny, and the 
mind will be startled at the imwensity sud dan 
ger of the power which the principle of this bill in- 
volves. 

Already our confederacy consists of twenty-nine 
states. Other states may at no dislant period be ex- 
pected to be formed on the west of our present settle 
ments. We own an extensive country in Oregon, 
stretching many hundred miles trom east to west, 
and seven degrees of latitude from south to north.— 
By the admission of Texas into our Union we have 
tecenily added many hundreds of miles to our sea 


lantic and Pacific, there are many thousands of ija1s, 
inlets, and rivers equally entitled to appropriations 
for ve eg improvement with the objects embraced in 
the bill. 


We have seen ‘in our states that the interests of in- 


dividuals or neighborhoods, combining against the 
general interest, have involved their governments in 
debts and bankruptcy; and when the system pre- 


vailed in the general gouernment, and was checked 
by President Jackson, it had begun to be considered 
the highest merit in a member of congress to be 
able to procure appropriations of public money to 
be expended within the district or state, whatever 
might be the object. We should be blind to the ex- 
perience of the past if we did not see abundant 
evidences that, if this system of expenditure is to 
be indulged tn, combinations of individual! and lo- 
cal interests will be found strong enough to con- 
trol legislation, absorb the revenues of the country, 
and plunge the government into hopeless indebted- 
ness. 

What is denominated a harbor by this system 
does not necessarily mean a bay, inlet, or arm of the 
sea on the ocean or on our lake shores, on the mar- 


—— 
that it may build up new cities on their shores, or; 
make streams navigable which nature has closeq - 






gin of which may exist a commercial city or town 
engaged in foreign or domestic trade, but 1s made 
to embrace waters where there is not only no such 
city or town, but no commerce of any kind. By it 
a bay or sheet of shoal water is called a hartor, and 
appropriations demanded from congress to deepen 
it, with a view to draw commerce to it, or to enable 
individuals to build up a town or city on its margin, 
upon speculation, and for their own private advant- 
age. 

What is denominated a river, which may be im- 
proved, in the system, is equally undefined in its 
meaning. It may be the Mississippi, cr it may be 
the smallest and most obscure and unimportant stream 
bearing the name of river which is to be found in 
any state in the Union. 

Such a system, js.subject, moreover, to be pervert- 
ed to the accomplishment of the worst of political 
purposes. During the few years it was in full ope- 
ration, and which immediately preceded the veto. by 
President Jackson: of the Maysville road bill, in- 
stances were numerous of public men seeking to gain 
popular favor by holding out to the people interested 
in partictlar localities the promise uf large disburse- 
ments of public money. Numerous reconnoissances 
and surveys were made during that period for roads 
and canals through many .parts of the Union, and the 
people in the yicinity of each were led to believe 
that their. property would be enhanced in value and 
they themselves .be enriched by the large expcndi- 
tures which they were promised by the advocates of 
the system should be made from the federal treasu- 
ry mw their neighborhood. Whole sections of the 
country were thus sought to be influenced, and the 
sysiem was fast becoming one not only of profuse 
and wasteful expenditure, but a potent political eo- 
gine. ; 


If the power to improve a harbor be admitted, it 
is not easy to perceive how the power to deepen 
every inlet on the ocean or the lakes, and make har- 
bora where there are none, can be denied. If the 
power to clear outor deepen the channel of rivers 
near their mouths be admitted, it is not easy to per- 
ceive how the power to improve them to their foun- 
tain head and make them navigable to their sources 
can be denied. Where shali the exercise of the 
power, when an inlet is deep enough to admit a 
schoouer, to deepen it still more so that it will admit 
ships of heavy burden; and has it not the power, 
when an inlet will admit a boat, to make it deep 
enough to admit a schooner? May it improve rivers 
deep enough already to float ships and steamboats, 
and has it no puwer to improve those which are na- 
vigable only for flat boats and barges? May the ge- 
neral government exercise power and jurisdiction 
over the soil of a state consisting of rocks and sand 
bars in the beds of its rivers, and may it not excavate 
a canal around ils waterialis across ils lands for pre- 
cisely the same object? 

Giving to the subject the most serious and candid 
consineration of which my mind is capable, l.cah- 
not peaceive any inlermediaie grounds. The power 
to improve harbors and rivers jor purposes of navi- 
gation, deepening or Clearing out, by means and 
sluces, by locking or canailing, must be admitted 
without any otner-limttation than the discretion of 
congress, or it must be denied altogether. If it be ad- 
mitted, thea how broad and how susceptible of enor- 
mous abuses is the power thus veated in the gene- 
ral government. There is not an inlet of the ocean 
or te lakes, not a river, creek, or streawlet within 
the stales, which is not brought for this purpose 
within the power and jurisdiction of the general go- 
vecnment. 


Speculation, disguised under the cloak of public 





coast. Jn all this vast country, bordering on the At- 








bars and rapids, that it may sell at a profit its land, chusetl 
upon their banks. To enrich neighborhoods ; Virgin 
spending within it the moneys of the nation, wij via a 
be the aim and boast of those who prize their loca) 
interests above the good of the nation, and mi). instrntc 
lions upon millions will be abstracted by tariffs ang of the 
taxes from the earning of the whole people to fosie, early P 
speculation and subserve the objects of private an- tionalit 
bition. In Ja 
Such a system could not be administered with ay ed 2 ls 
approach to equality among the several states anj in yt 
sections of the Union. There is no equality amop ing 8 
them in the objects of expenditure, and, of the funds and wor 
were distirbuted according to the merits of those ob. On . 
jects some would be enriched at the expense of their era 
neighbors. Buta greater practical evil would be vessels, 
found in the art and industry by which appropris. trade, 
tions would be sought and obtained. The most artfy| for the 
and industrious would be the most successful, the passage 
true interests of the country would be lost sight of ic ah" 
an annual scramble for the contents of the treasury, Be: 
and the member of congress who could procure the ys pass 
largest appropriations to be expended in his district die: 
would claim the reward of victory from his enrich. ne th 
ed constituents, The necessary consequence would . d 
be, sectional discontents and heartburnings, increas. poe: 
td taxation, and a national debt, never to be extin. ae ot 
guished. Bet 
: passed a 
In view of these portentous consequences, | cannot improvii 
but think that this course of legislation should be ar. wick to 
rested, even were there nothing to forbid it in the On thi 
tundamental laws of our Union. This conctusion is ginia pa 
fortified by the fact that the constitution itseil indi- for “imy 
cates a process by which harbors and rivers within from Po 
the states may be improved—a process not suscepti- In No 
ble of the abuses necessarily to flow from the as passed a 
sumption of the power to improve them by the gene. the purp 
ral government; just in its operation, and actually Albemar 
practised upon, without complajnt or interruption, and impr 
during more than thirty years from the organization branches 
of the present government. law was 
The constitution provides that “no state shall, On the 
without the consent of congress, lay any duly of § Carolina 
tonnage.”” With the “consent” of congress such du- the purp 
ties may be levied, collected, and expended by the cinity of 
states. We are not left in the dark as to the objects 1816, an 
of this reservation of power to the states. ‘The sub I tat stats 
ject was fully considered by the convention that I'l.” 
framed the constitution. It appears, in Mr. Madison's On the 
report of the proceeding of that body, that one object g'a passe 
of the reservation was, that the states should noi be sels enter 
restrained from laying duties of tounge for the pur Be Pose of © 
pose of clearing harbors. Other objects were named Bp 4nd ollie 
io the debates, and among them the support of sea On the 
men. Mr. Madison treating on this subject in the Bie 8'8 passe 
Federalist, declares that— to be ag 
“The restraint of the power of the states over bormaste 
imports and exports is enforced by all the argu Mp Mh and § 
ments which prove the necessity of submitting Whe In Apri 
regulations of trade to the federal councils. it laying a 
needless, therefore, to remark further on this bead, HR ment, of 
than that the manner 10 which the restraint 19 qual: BBR the “river 
fied seems well calculaied to secure to the staless On the 
reasonable discret_on in providing for the conveniet: BRS ryland pa 
cy of their imports and exports, and to the United RR sels, for 1 
States a reasonable check against the abuse o! (hit HRP Baltimore 
discretion.” On the 
The states lay tonnage duties for clearing harbor, ryland pa 
, re re a health o 
improving rivers, or for other purposes, buts viene 
strained trom abusing the power, because, belott Cnuase 
such duties can take effect, the “cousent” of com eae 
gress must be obtained. Here is a safe provision fot vert i ul 
the improvement of harbors and rivers in the reser’ @ wi ja 
ed powers of the states, and in the aid they way of the | c 
rive from duties of tonnage levied with the col WME toons °6 
of congress. its safeguards are, that both the sia barb’, : 
legisiatures aad congress have tv concur 10 the the pia 
of raising the funds; that they are in every bieh bpies a 
to be levied upon the commerce of those agen on the sut 
are to profit by the proposed improvemen! the ie MER LS “conse, 
question of conflicting power or jurisuiction rh That th 
volved; that the expenditure being in the han eiercised 


those who are to pay the money and be smmedlt The inj 











benefitted, will be more careiuily managed # di 
productive of good than if the. funds were i= ‘ bho 
trom the national treasury and disoursed by ! i impro 


cers of the geveral government; that such a sy" 
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will carry with it po eolargement of federal Provem 




























| OMe 
and patronage, aud leave the states to be he Made 
judges of their own wants and intervals, WY iment of 1 
conservative vegative in congress upen any * Dut Of tay 
power which the states may altem pt. Le regu] 


Uuder this wise system the improvement of 
bors and rivers was coumenced, OF rather - 
ed, frum. the organization of the goverume? vn 
the present constitution. Many acts were - 
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= mel by congress giving their conserit to 
ae acts. Such acts have been passed by Massa. 
rast | Rhode Island, Pennsylvania, Marylan4, 
a 1a, North Carolina, South Carolina, and Geor- 
virgin have been sanctioned hy the consent of 
Without enumerating them all, it may be 
‘netrnictive tO refer to some of them, as illustrative 
of the mode of improving horbors and rivers in the 
rly period of our government, as to the constitu- 
sonality of which there can be no doubt. 

In January, 1790, the state of Rhode Island pass- 
ed a law lev ing a tonnage duty on vessels arriving 
in the port of Providence, “for ihe purpose of clear- 
ing and deepening the channel of Providence river, 
and making the same more navigable.” 

On the 2d of February, 1798, the state of Massa- 
chusetts passed a law levying a tonnage duty on all 
vessels, whether employed in the foreign or coasting 
trade, which might enter into the Kennebec river, 
for the improvement of the same, by “ rendering the 
passage in and out of said river less difficult and dan- 


8. 
a the Ist of April, 1805, the state of Pennsylva- 
nia passed a law levying a tonnage duty on vessels, 
to remove the obstructions to the navigation in the 
river Delaware, before the city of onc est za 

On the 23d of January, 1804, the state of Virginia 

ssed & law levying a tonnage duty on vessels, “for 
improving the navigation of James river.” 

On the 22d of February, 1826, the state of Virginia 
passed a law levying a tonnage duty on vessels, ‘*for 
improving the navigation of James river from War- 
wick to Rockett’s landing.” 

Ou the 8th of December, 1824, the state of Vir- 
ginia passed a law levying a tonnage duty on vessels, 
for “improving the navigation of Appomatox river, 
from Pocahontas bridge, to Broadway.” 

In November, 182], the state of North Carolina 
passed a law levying a tonnage duty on vessels, “for 
the purpose of opening and inlet at the lower end of 
Albemarle sound, near a place called Nag’s head, 
and improving the navigation.of said sound, with its 
branches; and in November, 1828, an amendatory 
law was passed. 

On the 12th of December, 1894, the state of South 
Carolina passed a law levying a tonnage duty, for 
the purpose of “building a marine hospital in the vi- 
cinity of Charleston; and on the 17th of December, 
1816, anotier law was passed by the legislature of 
that state for the ‘“‘maintenance of a marine hospi- 
tal.” 

On the 10th of February, 1787, the state of Geor- 
gia passed a law levying a tonnage duty on all ves- 
sels entering into the port of Savannah, for the pur- 
pose of “clearing” the Savannah river of “wrecks 
and other obstructions” to the navigation. 

On the 12:h of December, 1804, the state of Geor- 
gia passed a law levying a tonnage duty on vessels 
“to be applied to the payment of the fees of the har- 
bormaster and health officer of the ports of Savan- 
nah and St. Mary's.” 


In April, 1783, the state of Maryland passed a law 
laying a tonnage duty on vessels, for the improve- 
ment, of the **basin” and “harbor” of Baltimore and 
the “river Patapsco.” 

On the 26th of December, 1791, the state of Ma- 
ryland passed a law levying a tonnage duty on ves. 
tels, for the improvement of the ‘harbor and port of 

ltimore.”? 

On the 28:h of December, 1793, the state of Ma 
ryland passed a law authorizing the appointment of 
a health officer for the port of Baltimore, and laying 
& lonnage duty on vessels to defray the expenses. 

Congress have passed mary acis giving its ‘con. 
sent” to these and other state laws, the first of which 
isdated in 1790 and the last in 1843. By the latter 
act the “consent” of congress was given to the law 
of the legislature of the state of Maryland, laying a 
tonnage duty on vessels for the improvement of the 
harbor of Baltimore, avd continuing it in force until 
the first day of June, 1850. 1 transmit herewith 

pies of such acts of the legislatures of the states 
OM the subject, and also the acts of congress giving 
Ms “consent” thereto, as have been collated. 

hat the power was cofistitutionally aud rightfully 
*Xercised in these cases does not admit of a doubt. 
‘he injustice and inequality resulting from con- 
ding the power to both governments ts illustrated 
Y Several of the acts enumerated. Take that for 
. provement of the harbor of Baltimore. That 
~ Provement is paid for exclusively by a tax on the 
~Hmerce of that city; but if an appropriation be 
oe from the natioual treasury for the ‘mprove- 
, ~ of the harbor of Boston, it must be paid in part 
; of taxes Jevied on the commerce of Baltimore. 
© result is, that the commerce of Baltiuore pays 
lull cost of the harbor improvement designed for 
Own benefit, and, in additivup, contributes to the 


the inequality and injustice which cannot but flow 
from the practice embodied in this bill. Rither the 
subject should be as it was left during the first third 
of a century, or the practice of levying tonnage du 

ties by the states should be abandoned altogether, 
and all harbor and river improvements made under 
the authority of the United States, and by means of 
direct appropriations. In view not only of the con- 
stitutional difficulty, but as a question of policy, 1 am 
clearly of opinion that the whole subject should be 
left to the states, aided by such tonnage duties on 
vessels navigating their waters as their respective 
legislatures may think proper to propose and congress 
sée fit to sanction. This ‘consent’ of congress would 
never be refused in any case where the duty propos 

ed to be levied by the state was reasonable, and 
where the object of improvement was one of im- 
portance. The funds required for the improvement 
of harbors and rivers may be raised in this mode, as 
was done in the early periods of the government, 
and thus avoid a resort to a strained construction of 


any other purposes or vbjects except to “carry into 
effect the powers contained in the other grants.”— 
These sound views, whicli Mr. Monroe entertained 
“in the early stage of the government,” he gave up 
it 1822, and declared that-—— 

‘The right of appropriation is nothing more th 
a right to apply the public money to this or that pur- 
pose. [thasno incidental power, nor does it draw 
after it any consequences of that kind. All that con- 
gress could do under it, in the case of internal im- 
provements, would be to appropriate the money 
necessary to make them. For any act requiring 
legislative sanction or support the state authority 
must be relied on. The condemnation of the land 
if the proprietors should refuse to sell it, the estab: 
lishment of turnpikes and tolls, and the protection 
of the work when finished, must be done by the 
state. T'o these purposes the powers of the'general 
government are believed to be utterly incompetent.” 

But it is impossible to conceive on what principle 
the power of appropriating publie money when in 





the constitution, not warranted by its letter. If 
direct appropriations be made of the money in the 
federal treasury for such purposes, the expenditures 
will be unequal and unjust. The money in the fe- 
deral treasury is paid by a tax on the whole people 
of the United Stetes, and if applied to the purposes 
of improving harbors and rivers, it will be partially 
distributed, and be experded for the advantage of 
particular states, sections, or localities, at the ex- 
pense of others. 

By returning to the early and approved construc- 
tion, of the constitution, and to the practice under it, 
this inequality and injustice will be avoided; and, at 
the same time, all the really important improvements 
be made, and, a8 our experience has proved, be 
better made, and at less cost, than they would be by 
the agensy of officers of the United States. The 
interests benefitted by these improvements, too, 


the treasury can be construed to extend to objects 
for which the constitution doesnot authorise con- 
gress to levy taxes or imposts to raise money. The 
power of appropriation is but the consequence of 
the power to raise money; and the true inquiry 
whether congress has the right to levy taxes for th 
objects over which power is claimed. 
During the four succeeding years embraced by the 
administration of President Adams the power not 


only to appropriate money, but to apply it, under 
the direction and authority of the general govern- 


ment, as well to the construction of roads as to the 
improvement of harbors and rivers, was fully a 


seried aud exercised. 


Among other acts assuming the power, was one 


passed on the twentieth of May, 1926, entitled “An 
act for improving certain harbors and the navigation 
of certion rivers and creeks, and for authorizing 






























































would bear the cost of making them, upon the same 


principle that the expenses of the post office estab- 
lishment have always been defrayed by those who 
The power of appropriating 
money from the treasury for such improvemcnts was 
not claimed or exercised for more than thirty years 
aller the organization of the government in 1789, 


derive benefits from it. 


when a more latitudi..ous construction was indicated, 
though it was not broadly asserted and exercised 
until 1825. Smali appropriations were first made 
in 1820 and 1821 for surveys. An act Was made on 
the 3d of March, 1823, authorizing the president to 
cause an ‘examination and survey to be made of the 
obstruction between the harbor 
and the harbor of Squam, in the state of Massachu- 


to their removal, and asmall appropriation was made 
been the commencement of harbor improvements by 


into operation under the present constitution. 
Oo the 30th of April, 1824, an act was passed 
making ap appropriation of thirty thousand dollars, 


dent ‘may deem of national importance, in a com. 
mercial or military pot of view, or necessary for 
the transportation of the mails.” This act evident- 


as well as harbors and rivers. On the 26th of May 
“deepening the channel leading into the harbor of 
Presque Isle, io the siate of Feonsylvania,” and to 


setts, and thereby prevent the harbor at that place 
irom beig destroyed.” 

President Monroe yielded his approval to these 
measures, though he entertained, and had, in a mes- 
sage to the house of representatives on the 4th of 
May, 1822, expressed the opinion that the constitu- 
tion had not conferred upon congress the power to 
“adopt and execute a system of internal improve- 
ments.” He placed his approval upon the ground, 
not that congress possessed the power to «adopt and 
execute” such a system by virtue of any or ali of 
the enumerated grants of power im the cunstitution, 
but upon the assuniption that the power to make ap- 
propriations of the public money was limited and 
restrained only by the discretion of congress. In 
coming to this conclusion he avowed that “in the 
more early slages of the government, he had enter- 
tained a different opinion. He avowed that his first 
opinion had been, that, “a8 the vational government 
is a government of timited powers, it bas no right to 
expend woney except in the periormance of acts 
authorised by the other specific grants, according to 
a strict construction of their powers; and that the 





tof all other barbor aud river improvements in 
OR. ‘The facts need but “be staicd to prove | 


power to make appropriations gave to congress, no 
discretionary authority \o apply the public woney te 


of Gloucester, 


setts,” and of ‘*the entrance of the harbor of the port 
of Presque isle, in Pennsylvania,” with a view to 


lo pay the necessary expenses. This appears to have 


congress, thirty four yesrs afler the government went 


and directing ‘‘surveys and estimates to be made of 
the routes of such roads and canals’ as the presi- 


ly looked to the adoption of a general system of 
internal improvements, to embrace roads and canals 


1842, an act wus passed making appropriations for 


“repair Piymouth Beach, in the state of Massachu- 


surveys to be made of certain bays, sound, and riv- 
ers therein mentioned.” By that act large appro- 
priations were made, which were tobe “applied 
under the direction of the president of the United 
States’? to numerous improvements in ten of the 
states. This act, passed thirty-seven years after the 
organization of the present government, contained 
the first appropriation ever made for the improve- 
ment of a navigable river, unless it be swail ap 
priations for examinations and surveys in 1820.— 
During the residue of that administration many 
other appropriations of a similar character were 
made, embracing roads, rivers, harbqm and catgids, 
and objects claiming the aid of congrsw multiplied 
without numbers, 

This was the first breach effected in the bavrier 
which the universal opinion of the framers of the 
constitution had for more than thirty pears thrown 
in the way of the assumption of this power ty con- 
-ress. ‘Lhe general mind of congre:s and the couu- 
iry did not appreciate the distinction taken by Pre- 
sident Monroe between the right to appropriate 
money for an object, and the rmghtto apply and 
expend it without the embarrassment and delay of 
applications to the state guvernments. Probably no 
iustance occurred in which such an application was 
made, and the flood-gates being thus hoisted, the 
principle laid down by him was disregarded, and 
applications for aid from the treasury, viriually to 
make harburs as weil as improve them, clear out 
rivers, cut canals, and construct roads poured into 
congress in torrents, uotil arrested by the veto af 
President Jackson. His veto of the Maysville road 
was followed up by his refusal to sign the ‘act met 
ing appropriativos for building light wouses, light. 
buats, beacons, and monuments, placing buoys, im- 
proving harbors, and directing surveys; “an act 
authorizing subscription for stock in Louisville and 
Fortland Canal Company,” and finally, “an act to 
improve the navigation of the Wabash river.” Ia 
his objections to the act last named he says: 

Tbe desire to embark the federal government in 
woiks of internal improvement prevailed, in the 
highest degree, duriwg the first session of the first 
cougress that | had the honor to meet in my present 
situation. When the bili authorizing a subscription 
onthe part of the United States for stock in the 
Maysville and Lexington ‘Turnpike Company passed 
ihe two houses, there hud been reported by the 
committee on internal improvements biils containing 
appropriations for such ubjects, exciusive of those 
for the Cumberland rvad, and for harbors and light- 
uouses, tu the ameuunt of about one hundred and six 
millions of dollars. in this amount Was included 
authority to the secreiary of the treasury to sub 

scribe for the stock of diflerent cowpanies to a great 
eaient, and the :esidue was principally for the direct 
cousiruction of roads by this government. In addi 

uuu tu these projects, which have been prcsented to 
the two hous-:s under the sanction and recommenda. 
} Won vi weir fespective committees on internal im- 
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provements, there were then still pending before 
the commiitiees, and in memorials to congress, pre 
sented but not referred, different projects jor work~ 
of a similarchoracter, the expense of which cannnt 
be éstimnted with certainty, but must have exceed: 
ed one hundred. millions of dollars.” 

‘Thus, within the brief period of less than 10 years 
after the commencement of internal improvements 
by the general government, the sum asked for from 
the treasury for various prejects amounted to more 
than two hundred millions of dollais. President 
Jackson’s powerful and disinterested appeals to his 
country appear to have put down forever, the as-, 
sumption of power to make roads and cut canals, 
and to heve checked the prevalent disposition to 
bring all.rivers in any degree navigable within the 
control of the general government. But an immense 
field for expending the public money and increasing 
be power and patronage of this government was 

“open im the concession ofexen a limited power 
of congress |o improve harbors and rivers—a field 
which millions will not fertilize to the satisfaction of 
those local and speculating intrrests by which these 
projects are in general gotten up. There cannot be a 
just and equal distribution of public burdens and 
benefits under such a system, nor can the states be 
relieved from the danger of fatal encroachment, nor 
the United States from the equal danger of consoli- 
dation, otherwise than by an arrest of the system 
anda return tothe doctrines and practices which 
prevailed during the first thirty years of the govern- 
ment. 


‘How forcibly does the history of this subject illus- 
trate the tendency of power to concentration in the 
hands of the general government. The power to 
improve their own harbors and rivers was clearly 
reserved to the states, who were ‘o be aide by 
tonnage duties levied and collected by themselves, 
with the consent of congress. For thirty tour years 
improvements were carried on uncer thal system, 
and so carelul was congress not to interfere under 
any implied power, witb the soil or jurisdiction of 
the states, that they did not even assume the power 
to erect lighthouses or build piers without purchasing 
the ground, with the consent of the states, and ob- 
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ments of immeasurably less importance, is not to be. 
conceived, 

A proposition was made in the convention to pro- 
vide fur the appointment of a “secre'ary of domes- 
tie affairs,” and make it his duty, among other things, 
‘to atlend to the opening of roads and navigation, 
and the facilitating communications through the 
United. States.” It was referred to a committee, 
and that appears to have been the last of it. Ona 
subsequent occasion a proposition was made to con- 
fer cn congress the power to ‘provide for the cutting 
of camals when deemed necessary,” which wag 
rejected by the. strong majority of eight states to. 
three. Among the reasons given for the. rejection 
of this proposition, it was urged that ‘the expense 
in such cases will fall on the Gnited States, and the 
bent fits acerue to the places where the canals may 
be cut.” Tr 

During the consideration of this proposition a mo- 
lion was made to enlarge the proposed power ‘for 
cutling canals” into a power ‘‘to grant charters of 
incorporation, when the interest of the United States 
might require, and the legislative provisions of the 
individual states may be incompetent;” and the rea- 
son assigned by Mr. Madison for the propused en- 
largement of the power was, that it would “secure an 
easy communication between the states which the 
free intercourse now to be opened seemed to call 
for. The political obstacles being removed, a re- 
moval of the natural ones, as far as possible, ought 
to follow.” 


The original proposition and sll the amendments 
were rejected, after deliberate discussidn, not on the 
ground, asso much of that discussion as bas been 
preserved indicates, that no direct grant was neces. 
sary, but because it was deemed inexpedient to grant 
itatall. When it is considered that some of the 
convention, who afterwards participated in the or- 
ganization and administiation of the government, 
advocated and practised upon a very liberal construc- 
tion of the constitution, grasping at many high pow- 
ers as implied in its various provisiens, not one of 
them, it is believed, at that day claimed the power 
to make roads and canals, or improve rivers and 





taining jurisdiction over it. At length, after the 
lapse of 33 years, an act is pasted providing for the 
examination of certain obstructions at the mouth of 
one or two harbors almost unknown. = It is followed 
by acts makingsmali appropriations lor the removal 
of those obstructions. ‘The obstacies interposed by 
President Monroe, after conceding the power to 
appropriate, were soon swept away, Congress vir- 
tually assumed jurisdiction of the soil and waters of 
the states, without their consent, fur the purposes of 
internal improvement, and the eyes of ea ger aiillions 
were turned from the state governments iv congress 
as the fountair whose golden streams were to deepen 
their harbors and rivers, level their mountains, and 
fill their valleys with canals. To what consequences 
this assumption of power was rapidiy leading is 
shown by the veto messages cf President Jickson— 
and to what end it is again tending is witnessed by 
the provisions of this bill and bills of similar charac- 
ter. 

In the proceedings and debates of the general con- 
vention which formed the constitution, and of the 
state conventions which adopted it, nothing is found 
to countenance the idea that the one intended to pro- 
pose, or the others to coucede, such a grant of power 
to the general goverpuent a8 the building up apd 
maintaining of a system of internal improvements 
within the states necessarily implies. What: ver the 
general government way constitutionally create, it 
may lawfully protect. It it may make a road upon 
the soil of the states, it may protect it from destruc- 
tion or injury by penal jaws. So of canals, rivers 
and harbors. ii it may put a dam in a river, it may 
protect that dam from removal or ijury, in direct 
Cpposition to, the laws, aulborities and people oi the 
state in which,it is situated. If it may deepen an 
harbor, it may by its own Jaws protect ils agents and 
contractors from being driven from their work, even 
by the laws and authorities of thestate. Tie power 
to. make a .reoad, or canal, or to dig up the Loltow ota 
harbor or river, implies a rigtt im ithe soil of the 
siale, and a jurisdiction ever it, fur which it would 
be impossible to find any warrant. 

The states were particularly jealous of conceding 
to the general government any right of jurisdiction 
over their sol, and in (he constitulion resiricted the 
exclusive Jegisiation of congress tv such places as 
might be ‘“tpurchased with the consent of the siutes 
in. which the same shell be lor. the erection of toris, 
magazines, dock yards, aod other neediul buildings.” 
That the United Siates should be prohililed trom 
purchasing lands »iibin the states, wiihout theis 
consent, even lov tie most essential purposes oj na- 
tional defence, while Jeft at liberty to puichase or 
seize them for roads, canuls, and Other impruve- 


harbors, or appropriate money for that purpose.— 
| Among our early statesmen of the strict construction 
class the opinion was universal, when the subject 
was fiast broached, that congress did not possess 
the power, although some of them thought it de- 
sirable. 

President Jefferson, in his message to congress in 
1806, resommended an amendment of the constitu- 


the treasury “to the great purposes of the public 
education, roads, rivers, canals, and such other ob- 
jects of public improvements as it may be thoug!it 
preper to add to the constitutional enumeration of 
ihe federal powers;” and he adds: “I suppose an 
amendment to the constitution, by consent of the 
slates, necessary, because the objects now recom 
mended are not among those enumerated in the con- 
tlitution, and to which it permits the public: moneys 
to be applied.” In 1825, he repeated, in his publish- 
ed letters, the opinion that no such power has been 
conferred upon congress. 

President Madison, in a message to the house of 
representatives of the 3d of March, 1847, assigning 
tus objections to a bill entitled “An act to set apart 
and pledge certain funds for internal improvements,” 
declares that “the power to regulate commerce 
an.ong the several states cannot include a power to 
construct roads and canals, and to improve the naviga- 
lion of water courses, in order to tacilitate, promote, 
and secure such com: erce, without a latitude of 
construction departing from the ordinary import of 
the terms, strengthened by the known inconvenien- 
cies which doubtless Jed to the grant of this remedial 
power lo congress.” 

President Monroe, in a message to the house of 
representatives of the 4th of May, 1822, containing 


servation and repair of the Cumberland road,” de- 
clares: 

‘Commerce between independent powers or oom 
munities is universally regulated by duties and im- 
posts. It was regulated by the states before the 
adoption of this constitution, equally in respect to 
each other and to foreign powers. .The goods and 
vessels euployed in the trade are the ouly subjects 
ol regulation. It can act on none other, A power, 
then to inpose such duties and luposts in regard to 
foreign hulions, avd to prevent any on the trade be- 
tweeo the states, was the only power granted. 

“If we recur to the causes which produced the 
adoption of this constitetion, we shall find that liju- 
ries resulting from the regulation of trade by the 
Slates respectively, and the advantages aulicipaled 
from ihe (rasier of the power to congress, were 
amoug, those which had the most weight. Instead 





lion, with @ view to apply an anticipated surplus in 1 


his o! jections tv a bill entitled ‘tan act for the pre-] of congress in later years. 


HCE Tet ee 


the states, individually, had commenced a 5 hea) 
restraint on each other, whereby the interegts of f, 
eign powers were promoted at their expenge. If a 
state imposes high duties on the goods or Vessels 
a foreign power to countervsil the regulations of su 
power, the next adjoining states imposed len 
duties to invite those articles into their ports th , 
they might be transferred thence to the other stat . 
securing the duties to themselves. The contracted 
policy in some of the states was soon counteracigy 
by others. Restraints were immediately laid oy Such 
commerce. by the suffering states—and thus had 
grown upa state of affairs disorderly and unnatural 
the tendency of which was to destroy the Union 
itself, and with it all hope of realizing those bles 
ngs which we had anticipated from the glorious 
revolution which had been so receatly achieveg _ 
From thia deplorable dilemma, or rather certain ryi, 
we were happily rescued by the adoption of ihe 
constitution. 

“Among the first and most important effect, of 
this great revolution was the complete abolition of 
this pernicious policy. The states were brought 
together by the constitution, as to commerce, into 
one community, equally in regard to foreign nations 
and each other. ‘The regulations that were adepteg 
regarded us in both respects as one peope, Tig 
dnties and imposts that were laid on the vessels ang 
merchandise of foreign nations were all uniform 
throughout the United States, and in the intercours 
betwecn the states themselves; no duties of any kind 
were imposed, other then besween the differents ports 
and counties within the same state. 

“This view 1s supported by a series of measures, 
all of a marked charactor, preceding the adoption of 
the constitution. As early as the year 1781 congress 
recommended it to the states to ve-t in the United 
States a power to levy a duty of five per cent. on all 
goods imported from foveign countries into the U, 
States for theterm of fifleen years. In 1783 this 
recommendation, with alterations as to the kind of 
duties and an extension of this term to twenty five 
years, was repeated and more earnestly urged. Jn 
1784 it was recomimeuded to the states to authorize 
congress to prohibit, under certain modifications, the 
importation of goods from foreian powers into the 
United States for 15 years. In 1785 the consideration 
of the subject was resumed, and a proposition pre. 
sented in a new form, with an address to the states 


the power to regulate trade was deemed indispens- 
ble. 
delegates from several of the states un this subject; 
and on their report the convention was formed al 
Philadelphia the ensuing yeer frou all the states, lv 
whose deliberations we are indebted for the presevt 
constitution. 
“In pone of these measures was the subject of ir 
ternal improvement mentioned or even glanced il, 
Those of 1784, 5, 6, and 7, leading step by step to 
the adoption of the constitution, had in view ut ly 
the obtaining of a power to enable congress to regu: 
late trade with foreign powers. It is manifest that 


altogether a secondary object, suggested by and 
adopted in connection with the other. If the power 
necessary to this system of improvement is included 
under either branch of this grant, | should suppos 
it wae the first rather than the second. The preter 
sion to it, however, under that branch has never 
been set up. In support of the claim under the se 
cond, no reason has been assigned which appears 
have the least weight.” 


Such is a brief history of the origin, progress, and 
consequepces of a sysiem » hich for more than tbirly 
years afterthe adopted of the constitution was un 
known. The greatest embarrassment upon tbe si 
jeet consists in the departure which has taken place 
from, the early construction of the constitution ? 
the precedents which are founded in the legislation 
President Jackson, " 
his veto of the Wabash river bill, declares that “ 
inherent ewbarrassments have been added others 
from the course of our legiylatio., concerning !t : 
In his vetues on the Maysville road bill, the Roc 
visle road bill, the Wabash river bill, and other, bil 
of like character, he reversed the precedents whit 
existed prior to that tine ‘On the subject uf woyer 
improvements. When our experience, observall”® 
and reflections have convinced us that a legislalt 
precedent is either unwise or unconstitutional, 
should pot be followed. a 

No express grant of this power is found 19 4 
constitution... Its advocates have differed poet 
themselves as to the source from which it 13 dent } 
as an incident. In the progress of the discu:®! 
upon this subject the power to regulate i : 
seems now tu be chiefly relied upon, espect® Fr 
reference to the improvement of harbors and riv 
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In 1785 a meeting took place at Arinapolis of 
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, e nt in the constitution is, ‘con- 
langues eve Soper to regulate commerce with 

nations and among the several states, and 
pres the Indian tribes.” That ‘‘to regulate com- 
Oat does not mean to make a road, or dig a ca- 
ay clear out a river, or deepen a harbor, would 
ere to be obvious to the common understanding.— 
» 94 “regulate” admits or affirms the pre-existence 
vba thing to be regulated. In this case it presup- 
. s the existence of commerce, and of course the 
pero by which and the channels through which 


commerce is carried on. It confers no creative pow-: 


gr: it only assumes control over that which may have 
been brought into existence through other agencies, 
such as state legislation, and the industry and enter- 
terprise of individuals If the definition of the word 
‘pegulate” is to include the provision of means to 
arry on commerce, then have congress hot only 
ower to deepen harbors, clear out rivers, dig canals, 
‘nd make roads, but also to build ships, railroad cars, 
ind other vehicles, all of which are necessary to 
commerce. There is no middle ground. If the 
wer to regulate can be legitimately construed into 
| power to create or facilitate, then not only the bays 
ind harbors, but the roads and canals, and all the 
neans of transporting merchandise among the seve- 
‘al states, are put at the disposition of congress. 
This power to regulate commerce was construed 


End exercised smmediately after the adoption of the 


onstitution, and has been exercised to the present 
iay, by prescribing general rules by which commerce 
hould be conducted. With foreign nations it has 
een regulated by treaties, defining the rights of ci- 
igens and subjects, as well as by acts of congress 
mposing duties and restrictions, embracing vessels, 
eamen, cargoes, and passengers. It has been regu- 
ated among the states by acts of congress relating 
o the coasting trade, and the vessels employed there- 
, and for the better security of passengers in ves- 
sls propelled by steam, and by the removal of all 
esirietions upon internal trade. Jt has been regu- 
aled with the Indian tribes by our intercourse laws, 
prescribing the manner in which it it shall be carried 
n, Thus euch branch of this grant of power was 
xercised soon after the adoption of the constitution, 
nd has bees continued to be exercised tu the pre- 
ent day. If a more extended construction be adopt- 
d, itis impossible for the human mind to fix on a 
mitto the exercise of the power other than the 
ill and discretion of congress. Jt swecps into the 
orlex of national power and jurisdiction not only 
rbors and inlets, rivers and little streams, bul ca- 
ils, turnpikes, and railroads—every species of im- 
ovement which can facilitate or create trade aad 
Mercourse ‘with foreign nations among the eeveral 
tales, and with the Indian tribes.” 
Should any great object of improvement exist in 
rwidely extended country, which cannot be ef 
ted by means of tonnage duties, levied by the 
ales, with the concurrence of congress, it is safer 
hd wiser to apply to the states, in the mode pre 
ribed by the constitution, for an amendment of that 
sttument, whereby the powers of the general gu- 
rment may ve enlarged, with such liuiutations 
an to assume and exercise a power which has not 
en granted, or which may be regarde: as douotful 
the:opinion of a Jarge portion of our constituents. 


bis course has been recommended successively by 


esidents Jefferson, Madison, Monroe, and Jackson, 
Md {fully concur with them in opinion. If an en- 
pement of power should be deemed proper, it will 
Wuestionably be granted by the states; if otherwise, 
Will be withheld; and, in either case, their deci- 
bM should be final. In the meantime, 1 deem it 
oper lo add that the investigation of thie subject 
*im@preseed me more strongly than ever with the 
Mn Conviction that the useiulness and permanen- 
of this government, and the happiness of the wil- 
eover whom it spreads ils protection, will be 
“t promoted by carelully abstaimiog from the ex- 
we of all powers not clearly granted by the con- 
age JAMES K. POLK. 
Washington, December 15, 1847. 





EPORT OF THE SECRETARY 
OF ThE NAVY. 








q Navy Department, December 6, 1847. 
“in: By the act of congress of June 17th, 19344, 
peace establishment was adopted, authorising the 
ployment in the navy of seven thousand five hun- 
|, Petty officers, seamen, landsmen and boys.— 
the act of August 10, 1846, it was increased’ to 
I thousand, with a direction, that on the conclusiun 
the existing War with Mexico, the number shoula 
reduced 10 seven thousand five hundred. During 
E Past year, it is not believed that more than eighi 
Sand men have been, at any one time iv service. 
“ORO Of the flag, the safety and efficiency of 





ships of war, require that they shali not go to sea, 
without the crews allowed by well digested regula- 
tions, fixing their respective compliments. 

The difficulty of enlistment for the naval service, 
caused mainly by the extraordinary activity in the 
mercantile marine, the high rate of freights, and the 
consequent increase of seamen’s wages, has delayed 
the employment of cruisers on several stations, and 
the increase of our naval forces in the Gulf and on 
the Pacific. 

In the month of April last, orders were sent to 
Commodore Read, to detach a sloop from the Afri- 
can squadron and send her to the Mediterranean. In 
obedience to this order, the Marion, commander 
Simonds, reached Gibraltar in July. The steamer 
Princeton, commander Engle, sailed from Philadel- 
phia in June, for that sea {n August the revenue 
cutter Taney, licutenant commander C. G. Hunter, 
temporarily transferred by the treasury department, 
sailed from New York with the same destinations, 


and there is no doubt that Commodore Read, in the. 


frigate United States, tas, in obedience to his orders, 
assumed the command of the naval forces in the 
Mediterranean. 

The measures for the collection in the Mediterra- 
nean sea of this force for the protectioa of our com- 
merce, was hastened by intelligence received early 
in June, that the American vessel, called the Carme- 
lita, had been seized on the high seas, and carried 
into Barcelona, by a vessel called the Unico, claim- 
ing to cruise under Mexican authority. The alleged 
prize was promptly released by the Spanish authori 
ties, and the captors imprisoned for trial. The 
attempt of the Mexican government by issue of Iet- 
iers of marque, to persons not bona fide citizens, 
wilh authority lo cruise, in vessels the property of 
foreigners, ag.inst our commerce, and thus to legal- 
iZe piracy, bas not found favor or commanded suc 
cess in any quarter. [am happy to state, that with 
the single exception of the Carmelita, ] have receiv- 
ed the most satisfactory reports from our naval com- 
maniders in every quarter of the globe, that our com- 
merce has not been molested, and there is no reason 
to apprehend any interruption of its successful pro 
secution by the attempted measures of Me xicu—mea- 
sures inconsistent with the spirit of the age, resorted 
to a8 a means of revenue witha certain result of 
untold atrocities, if favored, and which deserve, as 
they have received, the reprobation of the civilized 
world. 

The activity of the vessels sent to the Mediterra- 
neav has removed all apprehension, even in that 
sea; and the most complete success has attended 
the measures of precaution which were adopted.— 
It gives ie great satisfaction to state, that the hon- 
oravie fidelity with which Spain has executed her 
treaty stipulations with us, bis signally disappointed 
the lawless persons within her dominions, who may 
have beep disposed to accept the tempting offers ‘éf 
Mexico. 


During the past year the squadron on the cvast of 
Atrica, under command of Commodore Read, has 
been actively and successluliy employed in the hu- 
mane duty of suppressing the slave trade. It is not 
Known that a vessel, with American papers, has 
escaped seizure, where there was just reason to sus- 
pect that she was engaged, or intended for employ. 
ment in the violation of our laws, or the dishoner of 
our flag. 

In the month of September Commodore Bolton 
sailed from Norfolk, in the sloop Jamestown, to re- 
lieve Commodore Kead in the command of the squa 
dron on that station. The necessity of sending the 
Marion and the United States to the Mediterranean, 
and the return of the brig Doiphin, commander Pupe, 
to the United States, has reduced ‘he squadron below 
the force which the United States engaged, by the 
treaty of Washington, to maintain on that station.— 
But preparations are in progress, aud near comple- 
tion, to supply the deficiency. 

It is cunt. mplated by the department, as a perma: 
neul arrangement, to muintain a squadron in the 
Mediserranean sea, principally with the ships whict 
shail bave served a-poriion of the usua! period of a 
cruise on the African station. By this transfer, it is 
hoped that our officers and men will not be required 
to remain in the inhospitable climate of the coast 
longer than one year in a cruise. 

No seiectivn of a permanent depot has been made 
in the Miditerranean since we were required to with- 
draw our stores from Mahon. For the present, the 
squadron will be supplied by means of store ships 
und from the United States. 

In the month of June, the ship Ohio, Capt. String- 
ham, sailed from New York for Rio de Janeiro. She 
carried as passengers, Mc. ‘Tod, the minister to Bra- 
zil, aud his secretary of legation, with their families, 
and arrived there in August, 

‘The Quiv, on her way to form a part of the Pacific 





squadron, had orders to remain at Rio watil the 15in 
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of November, when she was directed to proceed (9 
her station. On her arrival at Rio, Commedore 
Roussean transferred, temporarily, the command of 
the station to Capt. Stringham, and returned to the 
United States in the frigate Columbia, with Mr. Wise 
his family and secretary of legation, as passengers. 
Commodore Storer sailed in the frigate Brandywine 
in the month of September for Rio t» relieve Capt. 
Stringham, and assume the duties of the eommand 
which Commodore Rousseau had henorably dis- 
charged, and of which he was relieved at his own 
request. 

The brig Bainbridge, Lieutenant Commanding 
Williamson, has returned home, and is undergoing 
repairs for immediate service. The squadron on the 
coast of Brazil, consists of the frigate Brandy wine 
and brig Perry. ‘The steamer Alleghany, Lieutenant 
Commandant W. W. Hunter, will proceed to that 
station so soon as she can be fitted for sea. The 
presence of a steamer on that station, is peculiarly 
important under existi: g circumstances. American 
whale ships, on their homeward voyage, have long 
been in the habit of entering certain ports of Brazil 
and exchanging portions of their cargoes for necessa_ 
ry supplies. By the laws of Brazil, these ports are 
not epen for the entry of our vessels, and notice has 
recently been given that these laws will be rigidly 
enforced. Such a course will be seriously injurious 
lo our commerce, unless timely warning can be given 
to those who may not wtherwise be inforined of the 
existence of the law, until they have incurred its 


penalties. The Alleghany will be sent out to periorm 
this service. 


At the date of my last annual report, the squadron 
on the coast of China, consisted of the Columbus 
Captain Wyman, and the Vincennes, Captain Pauid 
ing, under the command of Commodore Biddle. In 
the month of July, 1845, he visited Jeduy Bay with 
both ships, and invited a favorable consideration on 
the part of the Japanese government of our desire 
for frendly com mereral intercourse. Notwithstanding 
the true prudence and discretion with which be made 
the overture, be could not prevail on tue government 
1o relax the system by which Japan is closed to the 
trade of the Christian world, with the exception of 

the limited privilege accorded to the Dutch, to send 
one or two smail vessels annually from Batavia to 
Nangas»ki. Our squadron was treated with kind- 
ness, and its wants supplied, but no one was perinit- 
ted to land, and to the offer of friendly intercourse 
the unchangeaodle answer was “yo away, and do 
not come back any more.” Although lapan bas not 
yet opened her ports to our eticerpi isiag country men, 
the rapid extension of trade with China with its wane 
ifest advantages, can hardly tail to exert 4 favorabie 
influence with the Japanese, and yet add hers ty the 
ports of distant nations, in which American shipping 
may safely enter, and Amerian enlerprise tind a. 
liberal and profitabie traffic. 

The orders from this epartment of the 6 h Janu 
ary. 1846, did not reach Commodore Biddle unul he 
arrived at Lima on the 2)st December. He had 
met the Independence, bearing the peanant of Coin- 
modore Shubrick at Valparaiso, who proceeded to 
Monterey, ariiving on the 22d day of January 
1847. 4 

Com. Biddle arrived in the Columbus on the 9d 
day of March, 1847, and sssumed the chief com- 
mand. ‘The squadron then consisted of the Coium- 
nus, 74, Independence, razee; frigates Congress and 
Savannah; sloops Portsmouth, Levant, Cyane, War. 
ren, and Prebie; store ships Erie, Lexington, and 
Southampton, and the armed schouner Malek Adhe!} 
which had been captured from the enemy. The Sa- 
vannah and Levant have returned home, each having 
been absent nearly four years, and Capt, Geisinger 
left the United States only in November, with or-. 
ders to take command of the frigate Congress, and 
proceed to Corina, and give protection to our eon. 
merce. Com. Biddle is supposed to have sailed from 
Monterey, on tis return to the United States, on the 
25ih of July last, and may be expected at home early 
in the spring. Com. Shubrick, on whom the com- 
mand devolved on Com. Biudle’s leaving the station 
has, at bis request, received peTMissivon to return 
home on the arrival of Com. P. Ap Catesby Jones, 
who left the United States early in November to join 
the Ohio 74, at Valparaiso, and will, probably, re- 
lieve Cow. Shubrick in the gionth of March or April 
next. Com. Stockton, on his being relieved by Com, 
Siubrick, availed bimseif of the permission given by 
the department, and lias returned to the United States 
by the overland route. 

lu my last report, | had the honor to inform you, 
that “fon the 22d of August, 1846, the forces of the 
Uuitea Siates, under Com. Stockton, had entered 
Ciudad de los Angelos, that our flag was flying at 
every commanding position, and that California was 
in the undisputed military possession of the United 
States.” Supposing that the war in California was 
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ended, Com. Stockton was actively concerting meas- 
ures for the prosecution of the war on other parts of 
the enemy’s coast and territory, when tn violation of 
their parole, the Mexican leaders in California, on 
the 23d of Sept., renewed. hostilities, and in conse- 
quence of the small number which could be detailed 
to garrison the places occupied by our forces, gained 
some partial advantage. But on the 29th of Decem- 
ber, the Coma.odore, with about six hundred officers 
and men, from the ships. Congress, Savannah, Ports- 
mouth and Cyane, in co-operation with Brigadier 
General Kearny, with about sixty men of the lst 
dragoons and about fifty mounted riflemen, sarched 
from San Diego for. the capital of the Californias.— 
After a march of one hundred and forty miles, they 
met the enemy atthe Rio San Gabriel, on the 8th of 
January, and crove him in a most gallant manner, 
from a strong and advantageous position, and after 
another encounter on the 9h, with a similar result, 
the enemy was driven from the field, and our forces 
entered the Ciudad de los Angelos without further 
resistance. By these energetic measures, the insur- 
rection was quelled, and, by a subsequent capitula- 
tion all hostilities in California ceased, and have not 
been since renewed. Io this unprecedented march 
of the sailors, of more than one hundred and filty 
miles inland, and in their severe encounters with the 
enemy, they are reported to have vied with their 
brethren of the army in steady discipline and daring 
courage. They have, in the emergencies in which 
the country was placed before the arrival of troops, 
served in the most creditable manner, as infantry, 
artillery and dragoons. 

From the latest despatches received from the 
squadron, | am happy to state that every thing was 
tranquil in upper and loewer Californian, the military 
possession complete and undisturbed, trade carried on 
without interruption, aud the civil government in 
succeseful operation. I feel authorised to express 
the confident belief, that Mazatlan, San Blas and 
Acapulco have before this time been captured by 
Com. Shubrick, and are held by the squadron under 
the same conditions as other Mexicau ports in the 
military occupation of the United States. These 
measures, with the blockade of Guaymas, will effee 
tually exclude from the west coast of Mexico aij 
contravand trade. 

With a view to maek the contemplated combined 
attack on Vera Cruz and the Castle, orders were 
given, in October, 1846, to Com, Connor, command - 
ing our naval forces in the Gulf of Mexico, to cap- 
ture and occupy lumpico These orders were gal- 
lantly executed in November following, and prepa- 
ations were made with the greatest activity to ensdle 
the navy to have its proper part in this interesting 
military operation. Bomb ketches and steamers 
were purchased around and sent forward; the ship 
of the tine Ohio, destined for the Pacific, was ordered 
to the Guif; the sloops Germantown, Saratoga, and 
Decatur were fitted and sent down, and all the neces- 
sary meshes al ihe command of the department were 

ut ib requisition to make the operation of the naval 
force as efficient as possivie. | cuunot exaggerate 
my aduration of the conduct of the officers of every 
grade, who, waiving ail privileges of rank and con- 
siderations vl personal comfort, eagerly sought ser- 
vice 1 the expeuitiop, aud of the gallantry with 
which their duty was performed vy those who were 
su fortunate al to receive orders for the service. 

The combined operations were conducted with the 
highest skill and courage, and thee:ty of Vera Cruz, 
with its formidabic deiences, garrisoned with more 
than five thousand men, and armed with more than 
400 cannon, aller resistance ol varely five days, ca- 
pitulated with a total loss to the assailants of twelve 
killed, of waow six belonged to the vavy and ax to 
the army. The entire operation, fron the landing of 
the troops, which was eflected from the ships of 
wer, .o the surrender of the place, brought the 
srmy and navy into the closest contact, and the cour- 
age and and skill displayed were out mure honora- 
bie to Doth than the perfect harmony waich prevail- 
ed. The conduct of the officers and men of the 
squadron, whether ou shipboard or in ihe batiery on 
shore, receiveu from the enemy the highest commen- 
dation, while the former enthusiastically applauded 

the gallantly and skill of their more fortunate breth- 
ren of the army. 

On the 21st day of March, Com. Cenaor, who had 
been in command of the home squavrun for aore 
than three years, and whose healin had greatly sui- 
fered trum ihe jong aud hovorabie service which he 
had performed in an uulavorabie climate, alter the 
landing of the troops and pending the atta k on Vera 
Cruz, trausterced the comusand to Commodore Perry. 
This gsliant young officer has couducted the upera- 
tion of his Cuumaud with distinguished judgment 
eG SUCCESS. 


Alvarado, Tuspan, Laguna, Taapico, the mouth 


of the Goulaecouicos, and the of Tovasco, cigaly {rived Isom Ibe jaw 0) palious, as (he Seoul of suc-; 


miles in the interior, the capital of one of the rich- 
est and most fertile of the Mexican states were suc- 
sessively captured and occupied by our naval forees. 
In many of the operations which led to these results, 
the service was arduous, the exposure to unhealthy 
influences great and the localities gave to the enemy 
decided advantages of successful resistance; yet with 
an indomitable courage and fortitude, the officers 
and men met and overcame al) difficulties, and still 
hold these important points, except the city of To- 
basco, which was involuntarily evacuated because 
of its extreme insalubrity. Bleseed with vigorous 
health, and a robust constitution, the commodore 
has, in person, encourtered the hardships and expo- 
sure to which those under his command have been 
subjected, and these high qualities have been exhi 
bited by the squadrons both in the Pacific and the 
Gulf, which give assurance that the navy would 
have covered itself with the same laurels, with 
which a grateful country will crown our armies, if 
the same opportunity of distinguished service had 
been afforded. 

Of the events which occurred in the Gulf of 
Mexico during the past year, none excited a higher 
degree of sympathy and admiration than the loss of 
the brave officers and men who petished with the 
brig Somers, the heroic and romantic generosity 
evinced by many of them when in the most imminent 
peril, and the noble efforts made to save them by the 
officers and crews of the British, French, and Spa- 
nish ships of war, ancobred in view of the wreck. It 
has afforced me the highest satisfaction to take un- 
der your direction, the necessary measures to carry 
into effect the joint resolution of congress of the 3d 
of March last, which made tt the duty of the presi- 
dent to cause suitable gold and silver medals to be 
prepared and presented to the officers and men at- 
tached to the foreign ships of war who so gallautly, 
and atthe imminent peril of their lives, aijed in 
rescuing from a watery grave many of the officers 
and crew of the United States brig Somers. 

[have instructed Commedore Perry to procure 
the names of the brave and generuus men who are 
entitled to this distinguished wark of a nation’s gra- 
titude. He has promotly undertaken the grateful 
duty, and so svon as Ge shall have obtained and com- 
municated the necessary information, the medals 
will be prepared and presented. 

During the past seasun, I regret to state sickness 
has prevailed with much vuilence in the Gulf Squad 
ron, and at the places occupied by our naval forces 
along the cuast. any valuable officers and men 
have fallen under the ravages of fever. But it is a 
source of great satisfaction that the number of 
deaths bas been small in proportion to the number 
uf cages of yellow iever, aud of fever of other ma- 
lignant type. No class of officers has suffered great- 
er proportionate joss (ban the medical corps of the 
navy. Tbew devyotiou to theic professional duties 
has received as it deserved, the warm and grateful 
commendstion of their commanding officer, aad 
while their skill and attention rescued from death an 
unprecedentedly large proportion of their patients 
the auxiely and exposure incident tv their arduous 
duty, left (iém without the strength to resist the 
disease when themselves attacked. Some of the 
most accomplished of ibeir highly weritorious corps 
have fallen victims to the disease of the season. 

| respectiully urge tbat the increase of the num- 
ver of surgeons, and of assistant surgeons, recom- 
mended in the accompanying report of the chief of 
ine bureau of medicine and surgery, be authorized 
oy law; the unusually large number of vessels in 
comuussion, make this increase a matter of urgent 
necessity. 


Immediately after the capture and occupation of 
Tampico and Vera Cruz, on the Gulf, and of Moo- 
lerey, Sav Francisco and San Diego, on the Pacific, 
the commanding officers of the army and navy, re- 
spectively, esiavlished and collected duties oa com- 
merce. Under your direction, the wstructions from 
this department buve enjoined on the commanders 
of our squadrons the most considerate regard for the 
commerce of American cilizens and of neutrals, and 
lhe smaiiesi possible ioteriereace with lawful trade 
coupauble with the suocessiul maimtenauce of our 
Deligerenut rights. This liberal course of policy 
has been carried out by our officers aud justly ap- 
preciatey by neutral nations. lu all its details the 
scale of dues prescribed and cnolorced by the offi- 
cers, a8 a right of military occupauion, was far be- 
iow the oneruus dulies Jeyied by the Mexicans. But 
there was a want ol unilormity, and by your direc- 
livp, ip the month of March last a syslem was di- 
gested and instructions given to couform to it, al the 
several poris or places beld by our land, or uaval 
furces, by military conquest. Such modifications 
bave Deen adupled us capericace ol the practical 
working ol the system suggested. This right is de- 





oo 
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cessful belligerent operations, and the duty of . i. 
lection at places held by the navy has been perf ol. 
ed by naval officers without any allowance for 1, 
service, I respectfully suggest that the act of 18 

be so far relaxed as to allow to officers performs 


this duty, a commission of one per cent. op th 
amount collected, with a proviso that In no chs 


Ould 
sk and 


such commission shall exceed a sun which w 
afford a reasonable compensation for the rj 
trouble incident to the duty. 

The moneys collected have been applied, ung 
the direction of the commanding officer, to the me 
of the squadron. No returns have been received 
from the Pacific; those received from the Guir of 
Mexico show an amount of between thirty and for, 
thousand dollars collected, but they do not Contain 
collections since early in September. 

Vera Cruz and Tampico are the principal port, 
and the duties at those places are not collected by 
naval officers. No doubt is entertained thata cop. 
siderable revenue will be collected at the Several 
ports of Mexico in our possession, ‘which will re_ 
duce the expenses of the war on our treasury, By 
the great advantage resulting is, that the admission 
of trade under moderate duties will remove th 
temptation to smuggling, and the import trade bein 
cumpelled to pass under the inspection of our officers 
the enemy will be deprived of aid by the introdye. 
tion of articles contraband, and at the saine time ay 
active and profitable employment given to our ow, 
navigating ‘oterest. 

Io the Gulf of Mexico, the squadron has captur- 
ed a number of steamers and gun boats of light draf, 
suitable for entering the rivers along the coast, which 
were valued and taken into service by the com. 
manding officer, with the approbation of the depart. 
ment. Their value was subject to distribution ay 
prize money. With every disposition to make 
prompt payment, especially to the crews who in the 
vicisstudes of a sailor’s life, may otherwise never 
receive their shares, I did not feel at liberty to make 
payment without adjudication and condemnation by 
a prize court. The right of a captor 1s prima facy 
good, but hecannot passa perfect titie withouts 
sentence of a court of admirality. It has been ar 
ranged that the question shall be submitted by libe\ 
to the district court of the United States iv Louisit 
na; ahd it 1s supposed that the court will exercise 
jurisdiction without sending in the vessels, which it 
is desirable to avoid, as they are usefully employed 
in the squadron. The valuation was made by disin- 
terested American shipmasters, is believed tobe 
reasonable, and will be paid according to the prori 
sians of the prize act, whenever the vessels shall 
have been legally condemned. 

In the Pucific a number of vessels have also been 
captured. It would not have been compatible wilh 
the efficiency of the squadron, to detach prize crew 
to bring them to the United States by the long r0- 
age around the Cape, and it was indispensable thal 
the legali of the capture should be submitted 0 
judicial investigation. At the request of the com 
manding naval officer, a prize court was organite 
by the military officer exercising the functionsol 
civil governor in Caliafornia. Instructions bate 
been given tbat in no case will the prize money 
distributed until the proceedings of the court shor 
ing the condemnation and sale shall have bet 
transmited and passed in review by the departmenl, 

The extension of our laws over the Oregon lett 
tory, and the establishment of courts with Adaint 
ty jurisdiction, would seem to be highly imporlal 
lor the settlement of the delicate and difficult que 
tions which ofien occur in such cases. 


I deem the subject of snificient importance! 
transmit with this report extracts of despalcll 
from this department to the coumanding officers 
the squadron in the Pacific, on the subject of 
law of blockade. iu 

By a joint resolution of congress approved 00 
3d of March last, authority was given to the set 
tary of the navy “to place at the disposal of 
George C. DeKay, of New Jersey, the U5 n 
Macedonian, for the purpose of transporting '0" 
famisbing poor of Ireland and Scotland such 00? 
butions as may be made for their relief} ® 
place at the disposal of Captain Robert B. Fort 
of Boston, the U.S. sloop of war Jamesiow" 
the jike purpose..? There was superadded a0 # 
native aulnority to despatch said vessel Up 
service aforesaid as public ships, if in the ri 
of ihe secretary of the uavy, the public 
would be better subserved. ¢ ie 

‘The two ships were placed at the disposal ¢ 
experienced navigators named in the juint sa 
tious respectively, aod each having perlorme 
mission ol charity, has been returued io a & 
tury cundition. ‘I'he suble spectacie bas sett 
sented tv the worid, of our people io a 5! 
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i ighty foreign power which the vast 
ppjec'® of Prop Reaive oneha not avert, and 
+ or anity while engaged in a foreign war, 
are » from its surplus products, the means of 
re famishing nations abroad. 
“ was not, of opinion that the public interests would 
bis subserved by sending the Macedonian and 
‘he Jamestown on the service required as public 
he The department could not procure the 
ps necessary for the public service in giving pro- 
phe to our commerce, and in the prosecution of 
ie war. And I may be permitted to add, that while 


roluntary offering of the people of the U. States 
as received with gratitude by the sufferers, and 
th heartfelt, acknowledgments of thanks by high 
netioaaries of the British government; while the 
stief so gracefully offered and received, has contri- 
, uted to promote affectionate feclings, and strength- 


n the bonds of friendship which bind the people of 
ne (wo great countries together, without leaving 
ny painful recollection, such results could not have 
een expected, if the government of the U. States 


udjects of Great Britain. 


Under the direction of the 7th section of the navy 
pproprtation act of the 3d of March last, ten thou- 
dollars have been paid on his requisitivn to 
Uriah Brown. On the 14thday of October, Mr. 
Brown informed the department that he was pre- 
yared to submit to inspection an experiment of the 
iquid fire of his invention. A board of officers was 
prdered to witness the experiment, and I have the 
honor to transmit a copy of their reports, with a 
rommuoication from Mr. Brown. No preparation 
as been made, of which lam aware, to test the 
ractical utility of the shot proof steamship of his 
vention. The appropriation is exhausted in the 
xperiment of the liquid fire, and I have no such 
oformation as to the principle on which he propo-es 
9 make shot proof steamships, “as to justify my 
priming an Opinion, or directing an experiment. It 
pot my opinion that the interests of thn United 
Btates will be promoted by adopting the invention 
pf liquid fre as a means of national defence. 
[have the honor to present herewith, the reports 
om the several bureaus of construction, equipment 
nd repair, of ordnauce and hydrography, of yards 
nd docks, of provisions and clothing, aod of medi- 
ine and surgery, with the estimates in detail for the 
eral branches of the naval service forthe next 
seal year. They are based on the employment 
pending the war, of ten thousand men, as allowed 
by law, and & number of vessels in commission re- 
quiring their services. These reports present a 
alifying exhibit of the condition of the public 
orks aud of the public property subject to the con- 
of and direction of the wavy departwent—aud the 
itimates have been prepared and revised with a 
reful desire to ask for nothing whicn is not neces- 
ty tothe public interests. I respectfully ask the 
avorable consideration of the suggestions made by 


be experienced, able and faithful officers at the head 
the bureau. 


The gross amount estimated for, is ten millions 
hree hundred and sixty Gve thousand, eight hundred 
weoly wo dollars. The amount apprupriated for 
he Current fiscal year is $10,052,686 10. The esti- 
hates Now presented include av item of $1,200,000, 
0 complete the four war sieamers, authorised vy the 

tof the 3u March last, an increase of the appro- 
ration under the head of contingent enumerated, 
od three hundred and fifty thousand dollars for the 

ecntion of the work vn the dry dock at New 
ork. asons for these ‘appropriations are 
ven in the reports, and, | presume, will be satis- 
aclory. There are other vbjects estimated for, 
quiring inconsiderable expenditure, wtich seein to 
be to be necessary for the efficient discharge of the 
ublic duties devolved on the department. Of the 

Proprivtions made for the current year, the unex- 
vuded balances, will, without doubt, prove adequate 
Dall the wants of the service. 

deem it not inappropriate to the occasion, as il- 
ustrating the expenditures of the navy department 
nce the commencement of the Mexican war, to 
present @ comparative statement of appropriations 

expenditures for the three last years, under the 
tads of appropriation of “pay,” ‘‘contungent,”’ 

IN¢Tease aud repair,” “provisions and clothing,” 
surgeons’ necessaries and appiainces.” These 
na be denominated the variavle ap,Topriatious, 
| Will show the ihcrease of expenuitare, during 
! foes that of a corréspouding period in time 


“ Comparison exhibits the following result: 
; Appr opri- Available LExpendi. 
M year endin aitons. aggregate. tures. 
93,815 71 6.194.403 78 5 818,353 79 
5,095,392 UU 6,561,456 62 6,371,544 50 


due 3u, bag,” $5.0 
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And of the expenditures for inerease and repair 
during the past year, three hundred and forty five 
thousand one hundred and seventy five dollars have 
heen paid for fifteen vessels—storeships, steamers, 
and schooners, of suitable draft of water, purchased 
and sent to the Gulf of Mexico. 

By the direction of the act of the 3d March, 1847, 
measures were taken for Juilding four war steamers 
of the first class. and they are in the course of rapid 
construction. The models, tonnage, ard machinery 
were adopted on the report of a mixed board of naval 
officers, constructors, and engineers, and I have no 


doubt the vessels + ill constitute a most valuable ac- 
cession to the navy. 


By the same act contracts were authorized for the 
transportation of the mail in steamers between New 
York and Liverpool, between New York and New 
Orleans, and from Havana to Chagres. 

The contractors on these two routas were named 
in the law, and the basis of the contracts were adopt- 
ed by congress, by reference to proposals heretofore 
submitted to the postmaster general, by Messrs. 
Collins and Sloo respectively. ‘I'he contracts with 
these gentlemen have beeu entered into as directed 
by law, embracing conditions by which the steamers 
are to be constructed under proper inspection, so as 
to be converted into war steamers, and subject to be 
taken for public use at a fair valuation, at the plea- 
sure of the department. The 5th section of the act 
makes it the duty of the secretary of the navy to 
contract, On the part of the government of the Uni- 
ted States, ‘‘for the transportation of the mail from 
Panaima to such port as he may select in the territory 
of Oregon, once a month each way, sv as to connect 
with the mail from Havana to Chagres, across the 
isthmus; said mail to be transported either in steam 


or sailing vessels, as shall be deemed aost practica- 
ble and expedient.” 


The department did not find any specific direction 
in regard to this contract, as to persons to be e:n- 
ployed, prices to be paid, or the duration of the con. 
tract. Proposals were, therefore, invited by adver- 
lisement, reserving to the department the right to 
take the bid deemed most favorsble, and leaviug the 
bidders to propose their own terms as to the duration 
of the contract, the rate of compensation, and the 


description of vessels in which the service was to be 
rendered. 


Astoria, in the Oregon territory, was determined 
on as the northero terminus of the route, with a right 
of changing it reserved to the department, ani the 
law was construed to require a mail to be transport- 
ed from one point to the other withio thirty days. — 
Fhe distance is more than three thousand miles, and 
the wind and currents known te be such as to ren- 
der it impracticable to perform the required service 
in sail vessels. It was, therefore, determined to 
employ steamers. The great distance at which the 
service is to be performed, the heavy expenses Which 
must be incurred by the contractors in providiog, on 
the Pacific coast, the necessary ships and materials 
for repair, the indispensable fuel and depots for cual, 
induce: me te adopt the term of ten years as the du- 
ration of this contract, which has been adopted by 
the post office department, for its foreign wail con- 
tracts. But to guard myself against the reproach of 
exceeding the authority which it was the intention 
of congress to confer, a clause is inserted in the con- 
tracts, reserving to congress the right to annul the 
contract at ils approaching session, if it shall be 
deemed proper or expedient to do so. 

The contracts require the vessels to be ready for 
sea in October and November of the year 1848, and 
ihe rights of pay will commence with the commence- 
ment of the performance of the mail service stipu- 
lated. The annual compensation under the govera- 
ments will be— 

To E. K. Collins, 
To A. G. Sivoo, 29U,U0U UU 
To Arnold Harris, 199 UU U0 


An appropriation for payments under the contracts 
with Collins and Sloo, during the fiscal year cou. 
mencing the Ist July, 1848, if the contractors com 
ply with their undertaking, nearly three fourths of 
the abnual compensation wiil be required, aud abuut 
one fourth tor that with Harris, aud, as an act of 
justice to the contractors, | respectiuily suggest, that 
im a@aking (he appropriatiun, congress wiii declare 
its approval of the term which bas veen adupted, 
aud whether the reserved power of avuuiling ine 
contract shall be exercised. 

1 regurd thew as javurable contracts and the es- 
tablishment of a regular aid speedy wiercuurse oy 
mail velween the Atiantic cities aud Oregon, as ol 
the highest pational iuportunce. 

I have cordiaily co operated in the establishment 
of these several lines of steamers stipulatey by these 
contracts. ‘Thirteen new vessels will be construct 
ed io (pe most skilful manner, whied may be used as; 


$384,000 00 


war steamers, and will be available for national pur- 
poses on any emergency. 

The contracts stipulate that a mail agent to be ap- 
pointed by the postmaster general, shall be placed 
and maintained on board. But as the contract is 
made with this department, and the payments will 
be made from the treasury, on bills approved here‘ 
unless otherwise directed, it may be a question 
whether the law sufficiently provides for the regula- 
tion and collection of postages by the post office de- 
partment, aed how far such receipts would be appli- 
cable to the payment of these contractors. re- 
spectfully submit that the necessary legal enactments 
on the subject may be made by congress. 

The observatory is in successful operation, and its 
usefulness to the naval service is confirmed by ex- 
perience. I respectfully renew the recommendation 
contained in my last report, that an appropriation of 
asum not exceeding six thousand dollars, be made 
for the collection of materials toc .mpiie a nautical 
almanac for the use of the navy and merchant ma- 
rine. I submit herewith a communication from the 
superintendent, on the subject of duties paid into the 
treasury on instruments imported for use at the ob- 
servatory. When the estimates were submitted and 
appropriations made, it was not foreseen that these 
duties, amounting to two thousand two hundred and 
seventy nine dollars and twenty cents, would be 
chargeable. I recommend that congress direct that 
they be refunded. 

At the last sessiow of congress a clause was insert- 
ed im the wavy appropriation bill that the superin- 
tendent of the observatory should be a captain, com- 
mander, or lieutenant in the navy, aod while per- 


forming duty as such, his annual pay should be three 
thousand dollars. 


In the form ic which the act passed, this provision 
is so worded, that the accounting officers of the trea- 
sury deemed it uncertain to whom it applied, and 
recommended that congress should pass ao explana- 
tory law. No payment has been made under the 
law, but the superintendent has received only his 
duty pay vs a lieutenant in the navy. | respectfully 
recommend that the clerical error be corrected, 
and that the salary be allowed as was intended, com- 
mencing with the present year. 

There are in attendance at the naval school about 
pinety midshipmen, prosecuting their studies under 
greal advantages, preparatory to their examination, 
with a view to promotion. The school is well con. 
ducted, and will unquestionably be uf very great ad. 
vantage to the naval service. The examinations, 
which «re there made before an applicant can e iter 
the service, and those which determine his quaiifica- 
tions for prutmotion, aiter five or six years ol service, 
exert the most beneficial influence, iu retaining in 
the service Onlwthose who are free frow physical 
defecis and have the wental endowments essential to 
a skilful and accowpiished naval officer. 

The operation of ihe act of -iarch 3d, 1815, re- 
quiring the appointments of midshipwen to be wade 
from the stules aud territories, sccording to repre- 
sentation in cougress, bas been highly favorable in 
enlarging the interests felt by the whole coudiry io 
the navy. It will be yet some time belure the irre- 
gularities amongst the stales will be removed. The 
maximum number of midshipwen allowed by law is 
fou. hundred and fifty one. The divisor fixed by 
the acto! 1845 is at this time 230. It will change as 
the number vi memovers of the house of representa. 
tives varies. {| recommend that the restrictions im. 
posed by the act of cungress 1842, by which the 
Humber of midshipmen is limited to four hundred 
and filty one, be so far removed as to authorize an 
inerease of the number to tour hundred and sixty— 
and at all times, hereaiter, that each state and terr.- 
tory shall have two midshipmen for each represen. 
tative in congress to which it may be entitied. This 
sinall increase will contribute to hasten the establish- 
meut of equality, and will simplify the distribution 
vi midshipmen among the siaies and lerrilories,— 
Cases have been presented to this department of sons 
of those who had falien in battle, which have con. 
firmed the opinion that it would ve wise aud just to 
give (be authority asked fur in my last report to 
appoint One midstipman out of eighi of Leo, at large, 
irrespective of actual residence, 

1 nave the honor to preseut the estimates fur the 
Matoieuance of the marine corps. 

Uuver the provisions of tie act of March last, the 
additivoal officers autterized were appoiied, and 
the recruiliug service: as been actively performed. 
The tull uumber of privates authorized py law, has 
not been enlisied. [t is respectiuily suggested whe- 
ther, «as this adaitional force is to ve discharged at 
the end of the war, and the service of the corps, or 
large purtions of it, will be required on jaud in Mex- 
icv, the privileges of bounty land or scrip, given to 
suldiers culisting in the army, ought not to De ex- 
} feuded 40 Ihe marines. 
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In the month of May Ist, when it was very desi- 
rable to strengthen the columns of the army under 
Major General Scott, it gave me pleasure to tender 
for that purpose a portion of the marine corps. A 
battalion of marines under Lieut. Colonel Watson 
was promptly sent forward and gained the main ar- 
my at Puebla on the 1st of August. They have per 

formed cheir duties with the highest honor, and dis: 
played the qualities of veteran troops. In the bril- 
liant operations in the valley of the city of Mexico 
they bore a conspicuous part, and in the battle of 
Chapultepec, amongst the glorious dead who fel] in 
gallantly defending the country’s honor, was Major 
‘Twiggs, the second in command of the battalion.— 
Lieut. Colonel Watson, after an arduous and distin 

guished career of service, at the head of his datach- 
ment, left his command after the capitulation of the 
city of Mexico, on his »ay to the United States, to 
recruit bis impaired health, when he was prostrated 
by sickness at Vera Cruz, and breathed his last in 
that city the 16th of November. ‘The marine corps 
has rendered most iuportant service with the squad- 
rons in the gulf and the Pae:fic, and seems to me to 
be entitied to the most tavorable consideration of 
congress. 


The system now esiabsished for disbursements of 
Money aie suppites in the mavy, is satisfactory in its 
results. Phe purchases ave ..ade ou fair competi 
tion, aid the duty of distribulung on, shipboard, and 
of accountng lo the cepartment by the pursers, 1s 
periurmeo with great reguiacily and aecuracy. The 
limstied Buss ber Of purscis ip the navy has sade it 
indispensavie iv require of the commanding officers 
of the smalier tesseis tie performance of the duly 
of pursers, and at has buppened from unavoidable 
Causes, Bultic lites In Lie Pruses utien of active oper- 
ations @pains: (he cowtuy thatthe co mmander was 
separated from bis’ veesei and ber stores, While 
there bas pol vecn a case iu + bich any suspicion of 
misapplication of pubic property could atlach to an 
Officer doing duty as purser, th: re is no doubt that 
officers t..us situaled have had to meet lorses by be- 
mg held to account ior all the stoies received, to the 
delivery of which they could pot attend, ithout ne 
giect of the paramount duty ae commander o! the 
vessel. 1 am entirely satisfied that it ts injurious to 
the service, uid unjust to the officers, to 1s.pose on 
them the duties of purser. The appoimtment of 
twelve assistant pursers, with a salery of one thou- 
sand doliars, which 18 now allowed by law to a com 
mouvore’s secretary, will supersede the necessity of 
so employing ibe officers. From these appointasents 
prumolionus might be made to the grade of purser 
ald the €apericuce acquired ond qualifications exbr- 
piled ia the lnterion gerade woulo add yreally lo the 
useluiness Of the Officer when pronyled aud requir, 
ed to periofnw more rerponsibie duues. | aw satis- 
fied that it is injurious to the discipline of the ser- 
vice, thut the commanding offi: er o: a vessel should 
stand in the reiation tuwafds tis crew as purser. If 
any supposed error exists in his account, about 
which a sailor is always sensilive, the captain should 
be an impartial Uiwpire between him and the purser, 
lf the captain be ibe purser, aud the author of the 
supposed mistake, the wan becomes discuntented un- 
der asense of wrovg which there is no one to re- 
dress. 1, thereloie, respectiully recommend thal 
authority be given to appoint, by wariant, twelve 
Sseisiaul pursers Ol the navy. 

‘The measure iaken vy the department, in execu- 
tion of the act of congress authorising the construc- 
tion of Alvating dry docks, with appendages, at Phil- 
adelphia, Kittery, and Pensacola, will be made the 
subject of a special report. 

) have the honor to be, very respectfully, your 
obedient servant, J. ¥. MASON. 

‘To the Paxsipent. 
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REPORT OF THE POSTMASTER 
GENERAL. 





Posr Oryice DewartMent, Dec. 6, 1847. 
Te the President of the United States: . 
Sin:—On the 30th of June last the post routes ip 
operation in the United States, were 158,318 miles 
in extent, and the annual transportation of the mails 
over them, was 38,887,899 miles, as follows: 





Miles. At a cost of 

On railroads, 4,170,403 $597,475 

On steamboats, 3,914 519 245.745 

ln coaches, 15,209,005 912,462 
By other modes, of inferior 

grade 15,593,972 650,166 

$2 406,848 


The increase in the extent of the routes since the 
ist of July, 1845, is 9,878 miles, aud of transporta- 


— 


justified. 





Since the Ist of July last, new routes have been 
put in operation 8,239 miles in extent, at an addition- 
al cost of $42,943 per annum. 

The number of mail contractors in the service 
during the last year, was 3,659; of route agents, 
local agents, and mail messengers, connected with 
the mail service, on railroads and steamboats, 196. 

At the lettings in the southern section, during the 
last spring, in the states of Virginia, North and 8. 
Carolina, Georgia and Florida, the service was taken 
at greatly reduced prices. There will be saved in 
that section about $108,697 per annum, a reduction 
of about 19 per cent. from the former prices. This 
result has been produced by that provision of the act 
of 1845 which directs that the lowest bidder shall be 
accepfed, withont regard to the former contractor, 
or the stock which he may have had employee upon 
the road. The service in that section has been in- 
creased. 

A detail of this branch of the service will be found 
in the tables of the first assistant postmaster general, 
which accompany this report, marked A and B, 1] 
to 7. 

The number of post offices in the United States on 
the lst of July last, was 15,146, showing an increase 
since the Ist of July, 1845, of 963. The number es- 
tablished during the year was 829, and 284 discon- 
tmued. 

The changes of postmasters during the year were 
3.450. Of this number, 2,153 were appointed in 
consequence of the death or resignation of the for- 
mer postmasters; 249 in consequence of changing 
the sites of the offices; 829 by the establishment of 
new offices; 216 were removed; and of 3 whose 
ters of service had expired, the commissions were 
not renewed. The report of the second assistant 
postmaster general, marked C, accompanies this.— 
Resignations have been less frequent since the pas- 
sage of the act of the lst of March, 1847, which di- 
rected an allowance of increased rates of commis- 
sions, and restored to the postmasters in the smaller 
offices the tranking pricilege, although the actual in- 
crease of compensation is not so great as was expect- 
ed, or provably intended by congress, at the time of 
its passage, or as the increased business of the offi- 
ces, under the reduced rates of postage, would have 


The 14th section of the act of 1825, authorized the 
allowance of commissions not exceeding the rates 
therein—specified, ‘‘on the amount received in any 
one quarter.” The act of 1847 directed their allow- 
ance op the amount received in any one year at the 
higher rates. This change in the mode of comput 
ing the commissions bas had the effect of slightly 
wereasing the compensation of postmasters whose 
vffices yielded less than $1,133 25; the increasing be- 
ing gradual up to §600, avd on that sum the increase 
is only $40; whilst there is a gradual decrease from 
that.sum of avout 75 per cent, until the sum of $1,133 
25 is allained; and upon offices yielding that sum the 
cou pensation Lo posimasters under both laws is the 
same. 

In the offices yielding from the sum of $1,133 25 
to $4,511 25, the cowpensation allowed by. the act of 
1825 exceeds that allowed by the late law, making a 
gradual decrease until the. sum of $2,400 is reached, 
when the loss of compensation amounts to $95.— 
The loss of compensation is gradually dimibished 
until the sum of $4,511 25 is reached, and at that 
point the compensation under both laws is the same. 
At offices yiciding over that sum, the compensa- 
lion to the postmasters is regularly increased 4} per 
ceul. 


jt is believed, that if the mode of computing the 
commissions by the quarter, as prescribed by the act 
of 1825, bad been retained in the act of 1847, the 
increased rates would not have afforded a larger 
compensation than the additional duties of the post- 
inasters, or the increased business in their offices, 
would require. If the commissions were computed 
by the quarter, the increase of compensation to the 


postinasters ip oflice yielding $10, would be $1 
do do 10, 9 
do do 1000, 95 
do do 10,000, O77 
do do 40,000, 1927 


From the best estimates which can be. made, the 
number of letters and papers passing through the U. 
States mail, during the last year may be stated as 
jollows:-— 

Paid and unpaid, single rates of Scents 36.152.556 
do do do 10..2 12 851,532 

Ship and steamboat letters, at 6 cents 427,800 

Ship and steamboat letters forwarded in 
the mails from foreign countries, 2 cls. 
added lo the regular postage 

Dropped letiers 

Printed circular letters 


850.380 
865 3U8 
1,025,304 





eee 





a 


The free letters sent by persons entitled 1, 
franking privilege, and those sent free to = 
my, cannot be ascertained with any degres Me 
curacy, but it is believed, would not fa}) Fy 4 
5,000,000. eB 

The newspapers passing through the mails an 
ly, are estimated at 55,000,000. Pamphlets and 
gezines at 200,000. The number of transient ay 
papers, paying three cents each, cannot be iveersal 
ed with any accuracy, a8 the postage is retume 
with that on letters. ‘The dead letters sane 
through the offices and returned to the ivan sting 
as nearly as can be ascertained, number 
about 1,800,000, which, calculated at an intermeg' 
ate point, between the two rates of postage wo i 
make an annual Jose to the department of $135 "4 
The newspapers, circulars, advertisements 40, 
other printed sheets, sent to the offices and not tg, 
oul nor returned to the department, will not he 
bably fall short of the number of dead letters mn 
turned. Ki 


The great labor required of postmasters in the yp. 
ception and distribution of such a number of jetie, 
and newspapers, in addition to the reasons beforg 
assigned, would make it just and proper that the {g, 
mer mode of computing their commissions should by 
restored. 


The revenues of this department for the year eng, 
ing the 30th of June last, including $65 555 55 dy 
from the United States treasury for the Postage of 
ihe government, appropriated by the 12th section of 
the act of 3d of March, 1847, and not drawn frog 
ithe treasury, amounted to $3,945,892 3], exceeding 
those of the preceding year, by the sum of $458 6 
96, being an increase of the last over the precedy 
year of 13 15-]00 per cent, and falling short 
ihe annual average revenues of the nine years pre 
ceding the first day of July, 1845, by the suw ¢ 
$418,731 34. 


Of this sum, there was derived from letter postage 
including the sum yet due from the treasury for tl 
government postages, the sum of $3,254,512 % 
which exceeds the amount of letter postage of the 
preceding year $372,815 24, making an increase of 
12 93 100 per cent, whilst it falls short of the annual 
average revenues from the same source, for the nive 
years preceding the Ist of July, 1845, by the sumo 
$953,479 91. 

In the same time there was derived from tie pow’ 
ages On hewspspers, pamphlets, cts., $643, 16u 5), 
making an increase over the preceding year of $l; 
018 10, and an increase over the annual average of 
the nine preceding years, of $114,181 61. 


This statement includes the sum of $35,609 % 
paid by the British government for the transporiy 
tion of her closed mails from Boston to Canada, par 
of which properly belongs to the revenues of the 
preceding years, but was not paid until within tt 
last year. 


The returns for the quarter ending the 30th of Sp 
tember }ast, have not been received and adjusted it 
the auditor’s office, so as to enable me to makes 
precise statement of its revenues. A comparisond 
the returns from a number of the larger offices, wil 
those from the same offices, for the cor:espondig 
quarter of the preceding year, indicaies an incre 
of about 17 per cent. 


The expenses incurred in conducting the smullt 
offices are so much more than 1 the larger ones, 
proportion to their revenues, thal the increase sh 
not be estimated at more than 11 or 12 per ceol;m 
would it be sale to estimate the revenues of the cil 
rent fiscal year by those of the first quarter; bt 
depend so much upon the activity in the trade al 
business of our citizens, which is always more ot ld 
affected by the condition of other countries, ihal i 
would not be safe, taking into view the commelt 
ewbarrassments which exist io England and #0 
other nations of Europe, to estimate the increas 
the present year at so high a rate as that of the is 
or to such an amount as the revenues of the iM 


quarter would indicate. 


] therefore estimate the probable incre se of i 
present year, at six percent. If this increase ist 
alized, that, together with the $200,000 appropt! 
by the twel(th section of the act of the 3d of Marth 
1847, for the postages of the United States, will ; 
the revenues of the current year a:nount to 44,3 
157, which will exceed the annual average '™ 
of the nine years before the reduction of pos!" 
$51,407 65, and only tall short of the annual ave 
expenditures for the same period, $186,436 
will exceed the expenditures of the Jas! 7 
#333 587. The expenditures of the year ending 
30th of June, 1847, ainounted to $3,979,570 6 
ing only $33,677 32 more than the revenueé- 4 

The expenditure of the present year willé 


i] 





52,173,480 


that of the last year by the following sums 


the 
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$100,000 
58 333 


50,000 
20,000 
$228,333 
‘gsum may may be deducted the savings 
hans port 4 the southern section, at the 
as in the spring, which eet ie $108,697. 
of the department for the present year 
Iesed : $4,319,157 


4,099,206 


i surplus of $213.951 
ea etity a to find that within so short a period 
fer the great reduction of the rates of postage, the 
yenues of the department have increased much 
Sead the expectation of the friends of the cheap 
stage system, while the expenditures for the same 
me have dimininished more than halfa million of 
ilarsannually, and that the department is in a con- 
ition to sustain itself without further aid from the 
pasury. ° 
Thete results have been produced, mainly, by 
o important provisions adopted in the act of 1845: 
First. The reduction in the rates of postage has 
roduced so great an increase in the business of the 
fices, that the revenues will soon equal those re- 
ved under the former high rates. 


Second. The direction to the postmaster general 
contract with the lowest bidder, without the al- 
pwance of any advantage to the former contractor, 
had been the case before its passage, had the 
fect of enlarging the field of competition and reduc- 
g the price of transportation, except on railroads 
nd in steamboats, to the lowest amount for which 
e service can be performed; and will reduce 
he whole cost of transportation, when the other 


i} steamer Washington 
tn Oe Herme, for seven months 
ne of the mail routes, established by 


heract of 3d of March, 1847, 


spenditures estimated for the same 
time, 





fection is let to contract under it, but little less than 


million of dollars per annum from the former 
ices. 

lt is not doubted that these results would have been 
ill more favorable if the modifications of the act of 
B45, heretofore -uggested by this department, had 
en adopted. 

First. Private expresses still continue to be run 
ween the principal cities, and seriously affect the 
venues of the department, from the want of ade- 
late powers for their suppression. 

Second. The privilege of sending sealed letters 
n relationglo the cargo,”’ free over mail routes, is 
e source of innumerable frauds upon ils revenues. 
Third. If the single letter were made the quarter 
third of an ounce, instead of half, (except when 
itten on a single sheet of paper,) and prepaid, or 
uble postage required when not prepaid, the reve- 
es “gp department would have been greatly im- 
pved. 

Fourth. The postage on newspapers is unequal 
d unjust Lo the publishers themselves. The same 
lage 1s charged on each, without regard to weight. 
any of the larger class of papers weigh over two 
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go a half ounces each, and pay but one cent and a 
If for any distance over 100 miles; and if charged 
letler postage, would pay, under 300 wiles, 15 cts., 
i over 30 cents. Other papers weigh as low as 
fan ounce—only one-fifth of that weight, and pay 
same rates. Some of the larger size periodicals 
igh over 12} ounces, and pay 145 cents over 100 
les; and if charged with letter postage, would pay 
der 300 miles, $1.30, and over, $2.60. The ine- 
plity of tax on the different publications should be 
ulated in some way; and no reason 1s perceived 
Wy the postage should not be regulated by weight, 
on letters. The weight and bulk of the mails, 
lich add go greutly to the cost of transportation, 
u Impede the progress of the mail, are attributable 
the mass of printed watter daily forwarded from 
Pribcipal cities in the Union to every part of the 
nlry. Justice requires that the expense of their 
*sportation should be paid by the postages charged 
them; and it is believed that the present rates 
uld meet that Object, if the postages could be 
lized, and in all eases collected. 
th. The payment of postage, or double postage, 
~ letters passing through the mails for delivery 
- the Unitea States, and pre-payment on letters 
ined for loreign countries not having postage ar- 
rig With the United States, and on all print- 
th. The abcliion or modification of the frank 
sprevilege, 80 a8 lo cover only official correspon- 
7 — which Payment is made to the depart- 
Di y the 12th seetion of the act of 1847. 
“© Suggestions fur the modification of the act 
Ve been presented in former reports of this 


Thnent and ¢ i 
them, |” €asons therefo: given more at large. 










of postage stamps as directed by the l]th section of 
the act of the 3d of March, 1847, the prepayment of 
letters would be less felt as an inconvenience to the 
people than formerly. 
The favorable operation of the act of 1845 upon 
the finances of the department leads to the conelu 
sion, that by the adoption of such modifications as 
have been suggested by this department for the im- 
provement of its revenues and the suppression of 
abuses practiced under it, the present low rates of 
postage will not only produce revenue enough to meet 
the expenditures, but leave a considerable surplus 
annually, to be applied to the extension of the mail 
service to the new and rapidly increasing section of 
our country, or would justify a still further reduction 
of the rates of postage. In the opinion of the under 
signed, with such modifications of the act of 1845 as 
have been suggested, a uniform less rate might in a 
few sears be made to cover the expenses of the de- 
partment; but, by its adoption, the department would 
be compelled to rely upen the treasury for some 
years. At this time, during the existence of a for- 
eign war, imposing such heavy burdens upon the 
treasury, it might not be wise or prudent to in- 
crease them, or to do anything which would tend 
lo impair the public credit; and, on this account 
alone, recommendation for such a reduction is not 
made. 

Postage is a tax not only on the business of the 
country; but upon the intelligence, knowledge, and 





in the opinion of the undersigned, sheuld be reduced 
to the lowest point which would enable the depart 
ment to sustain itself. That principle has been uni- 
formly acted on in the United States as the true 
standard for the regulation of posiage; and the 
cheaper itcan be made, consistently with that rule, 
the better. 


As our country expauds, and its circle of business 
and correspondence enlarges, a8 civilization progres- 
ses, if becomes more important to maintain between 
the different sections of our country a speedy, sale, 
and cheap intercourse. By sv doing, energy is 
infused into the trade of the country; the business 
of the people enlarged and made more active, and 
an irresistible impulse given to industry of every 
kind; by it, wealth is created and diffused in num- 
beriess ways throughout the community, an! the 
most noble and generous feelings of our nature, 
between distant friends, are cherished and pre- 
served, and the Union itself more closely bound to- 
gether. , 

After presenting the condition of the finances, | 
thought it would not be unacceptable to submit state- 
meuts of the operations of those branches of the 
department having control of them, as well as their 
organization, and requested the third assistant post- 
master general, John Marron, Esq., and the anditor 
for the department, P. G. Washington, Exq. to report 
to me the detailed operations of their offices for the 
last two years—the latter being charged, by provi- 
sion cf Jaw, with the adjustment of the accounts, as 
well as with collection of debts; and the former, by 
regulatien, with keeping summary cash accounts in 
advance of the official settlements, so as to be pre- 
pared for the timely issue of drafts and warrants in 
payment of the balances certified by the auditor to 
be due from the department. 

These reports, marked Eand F, exhibit the duties 
assigned to each, the great amount of labor perform- 
ed by them, and the zeal, punctuality, and fidelity 
with which their duties are discharged, as well as 
those of other officers connected with the collection 
and disbursewent of the public revenues. It is with 
pleasure I state that, of the 15,146 postmasters in the 
United States, whose accounts have to be rendered 
and settled quarterly, there were only 154 delinquent 
in making their returns at the close of the last year, 
and most of these cases arose from inability to sup- 
ply some of the offices with mails, for the transpor- 
tation of which contracts could not be obtained on the 
hew routes, 

In other cases, postmasters had just entered upou 
the duties of their offices; whilst some of the offices 
were vacant from ipability to procure persons tu dis- 
charge the dulies. 

The returns of dead letters are believed to exceed 
450,009 each quarter. 

in the year ending the 30th June, 1846, there were 
sent oul fro the department 2,340 dead letters, con- 
taining $17,822. Of this number, 2.021 were re- 
ceived by the owners, containing $16,169; and 319 
were returned to the department, contaiuing $1,653 
49, of which $254 was worthiess. 

in the year ending the 30th of June, 1847, there 
Were sent out 2,782 dead letters, coatainiug $21,055. 
Oi these 2,365 were delivered to the owners, cuntain- 
ing $19,474; und 417 retucned, containing $1,580 93 
Of this sum $147 was worthless. During the two 








2‘ mey now add, that since the introduction 









years, $1,91) 54 were added irom this source to the 


the exercise of the friendly and social feelings; and, 
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funds of the department. Since the reorganization 
of the department in 1836, there has been added to 
ite funds, from the dead letter office, the sum 0 
$10,329 28. . 

The exhibit E likéwise shows the number of let- 
ters containing other articles of value, and the dispo- 
sition made of them. , 

The mass of dead letters coming into the office, for 
the transportation of which the department receives 
no pay, Is taken, except those containing articles of 
value, and, under the supervision of one of the clerks 
of the department, burnt. If this immense oumber 
of letters could be returned to the writers, it is not 
doubted that a large portion of them would de taken 
out, and the postage psid. This would have b-en 


ordered; bet the number of clocks now authorized 
by law would be unabie to perform such additional 
lailes 

A targe number of these dead letters 12 from for- 


eign countries, addressed to emigrant citizens resi- 
dent in the United States, in a foreign language, and 
from misdirection, or the misunderstanding of the 
direction of the postmasters, never reach their desti- 
nation. [f these letters were advertised, under the 
direction of the postmaster general, afier they come 
into the dead letter office, tc Is believed that many of 
them would finally reach the persons addressed; and 
the postage upon them would probably equal apy 
expenditure that would be required to meet the ob- 
ect. 

The table of the auditor exhibits the important 
fact that the revenues for the two years preceding 
the Ist of Jul. , 1847, amounting to ahout $7 300,000, 
has been collected, except $21.948 34; oeing fess 
than one third of one per cent. on tie whole amount. 
The balance ts velieved to be good; as, in most cases, 
indulgence has been given to the respresentatives of 
deceased postmasters, or the:r sureties; whilst the 
whole amount has been disbursed without the loss of 
a dollar, or isnow inthe treasury ready for use— 
thus showing that the large revenues of the depart- 
ment, collected by over fiftceo thousaid posimasters 
throughout our widely extended country, ins all 
sums from almost every citizen in the coumunily, 
under the immediate supervision of those energetic, 
faithful, and indefatigabie ctlicers and their sunordi- 
nates, are al once made applicable to the expendi- 
tures of the department, and that, im practice, there 
is no difference between the accruing revenues of 
the deparfment anc its avatiable funds. 

The other assistant postmasters general, Messrs. 
Hobbie and Rrown, and other officers connected 
with the department, have not been less vigilant, ae- 
tive, and energetic in the discharge of the duties as- 
signed thei. 

The regulations adopted by you, early in the year 

1845, providing for due attendance of the officers 
in the several departments, and for the punctual dis- 
charge of their duties, have been strictly complied 
with in this, and have infused great vigor into the 
regular business of the bureau, including that of the 
auditor. 
It may not be here amiss to state, that, in the re- 
gulation of the salaries of the bureau officers in the 
city the three assistant postmasters general, whose 
dulies are as important to the country and require 
as much talentand tabor as any other, have been 
left much less than other officers performing similar 
services; and justice requires that they should be 
placed upon a footing of equality. 

The expenditures of the department for the year 
ending the 3Uth of June last amounted to $3,979,570 
63, which is less than those of the preceding year by 
the sum of $96,466 and Isss than the annual average 
expenditure of tne nine years preceding the Ist of 
July, 1345, by the sum of $520,022. The principal 
item of expenditure is the sum paid the contractors 
for transporting the mails. In the last year there 
was paid for transportativa $4 476,455 63. 

The compensation paid to railroads of the first 
class is much more than that paid for the inferior 
grades of service, in proportion to the length of 
routes or the amount of service performed which 
induced ine in a former report to recommend a re- 


duction of the waxiwum allowed for that class of 
service. 


The priocipal routes of the first class are those 
extending trom New York, by Philadelphia, Wash- 
ington, aod Charleston, to Atalanta, in all and 
tu Montgomery, in Alabama, over which the great 
southero mail is transported; and from Baltimore to 
Cumberland, over which the principal western mail 
is taken; and they are paid the maximuin sums al- 
lowed by law—for single daily service, at the rate of 
$237 5U per mile; and for more than one daily trip, 
al the rate os g3UU per auile. It tas Deen ivuse use. 
jess to attempt iv cuutract wiih Cauroaus ivf « less 
awounl than the waximum ailewed by law. They 
are generally without competition fur wai service; 
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have been, from the passage of the act of 1838, to 
obtain, under one pretence or another, more than the 
amount prescribed in the act. The phraseology in 
that act, and of the subsequent acts, is of a charac 

ter to admit of controversy a&to the meaning of 
congress; and it has been the fruitful source of an- 
noyance to the department, and, occasionally, of 
much public inconvenience. 

The 2d section of the act of the 7th July, 1838, 
mace all railroads post routes, and directed the post 
master general to have the mails transported over 
them, “‘provided. he can have it done upon reasona 
ble terms, and not paying therefore, in any instance, 
more then 25 per cent. over and above what similar 
transportation would cost in post coaches.” What 
congress meant by ‘‘similar transportation” became 
an important as well asa difficult question. The 
postmaster general finally decided it by taking an 
average of the cost, per mile, or the coach service 
between Baltimore and Cincinnati—the most im 
portant and rapid, as well as the sost expensive, in 
the United States atthe time. That was found to 
cost $190 per mile, to which 25 per cent. was added, 
making the sum of $237 50 per mile as the maxi- 
mum for railroad service. This decision gave great 
dissatisfaction to the company whose road lies be 
tween this city and Richmond; nor was it satisfactory 
to some other companies who performed more than 
one trip daily; and the postmaster general reported 
the facts in his anuual report of the 3d of December, 
1838, and invited congress “to correct the construc- 
tion given to the law of the last session, if too libe- 
ral or too strict; or to resort to such further enact- 
ments as the public interests may seem to require.” 

On the 224 of January, 1839, congress again took 
up the subject and another act passed, prohibiting 
the postmaster general from allowing more than 
$300 per mile per annum “for the conveyance of one 
or more daily mails” upon any railroad, “provided 
that nothing w this act shall be so construed as in 
any way to remove or impair the limitations upon 
the power of the postmaster general imposed by that 
section,” (tne 21 section of the act 1838.) If the 
words ‘Sone or more daily mails’ be construed to 
authorize the payment of $300 per mile for a single 
daily trip, it is in direct conflict with the proviso in 
the same section, which expressly saves the restric: 
tions in the act of 1838. The restriction was to 
$237 50 in the act, as construed in the department 
and communicated to congress; and hence it was set 
tle: in the department at the time, that $237 50 vas 
the limitation for single daily service, and $300 per 
mile the limitation for more than one trip uaily; and 
this construction bas been uniform since, in the de- 
partwnent. 


The 19th section of the aet of 3! of March, 1845. 
made it the duty of the postmaster general ‘io ar 
range and divide” the railroad routes, including tho-e 
on which the service was perfurmed partly by rail- 
roads and partly by steamboats, into three classes, 
and authoriz:+d him “to contract fur conve. ing th 
mails » ith any such rathruad company,” either with 
or without advertisement, ‘provided that, for the 
conveyance ot the matt on any railroad oi the first 
class, he shali pay no higher rate of compensation 
than is now allowed by law,” aod fix the maximum 
for the second ciass of ratiroads at $100 per mile, 
and for the third class at $50—an inequality in their 
compensation that cannot be easily or satisfactorily 
expiuised. Aiter the passage of this act, the suo- 
ject »as again taken up in the department and cou- 
sidered with great care. The act of 1845, limiting 
the power to pay on the first class routes, to the 
amount “now allowed by law,” was regarue: as 
adopting the maximum settied and prescribed in the 
department from the time of the passage of the acts 
of 1838 an 1839, for that class of service, with as 
much certainty as if the precise sums tad been set 
down in the law inso many words or figures. The 
act did not specify the maximum for steamboat ser- 
vice when connected with a railroad, though neces. 
sarily implied in the language used; and the power 
to cuntract for the service of either, without adver 
lisement was given. As steamboat service had al- 
ways been treated in the department, and justiy su, 
as an inferior grade of service to that of railroad, 
being much less expensive and less expeditivus, and 
superior to that of cuaches; and as the law had sel 
tied tte maximum of railroad service at twenty five 
per cent, above coach service, an intermediate point 
between the two was believed to be tar, just, and 
jiberal for that class of service, and twelve and a 
bali per cent. lesa than the allowance to ratiruads 
was adopted as the maximum for that kiud of ser- 
vice When connecte with railroads. 

‘The clawsificution as well as the prices have given 
rise to occasional complaints amuug the companies 
owning railroads and steamboats, (nough the service 
bas been geperally well and saltsfactorily performed, 





Some of the companies performing single daily 
service insist that the maximum of $300 - per 
mile for “one or more” daily trips, authorizes the 
payment of more than $237 50 per mile, and de 
mand a larger sum. Others contend that the per- 
formance of the service in the night will justify the 
payment of 25 per cent. upon the maximum. Others 
insist that there is no limit upon the price for steam- 
boat service when connected with a railroad; and 
claim enough on the steamboat part of the route to 
make what they allege to be an “adequate compen- 
sation” for the service on the railroads. In other 
cases, railroads connecting and performing portions 
of the trip over the same road, but in different cars, 
claim double pay over part of the same road. In 
other cases, roads running parallel with each other, 
serving the same offices, and under the control of 
the same directors, claim the maximum for service 
on each road. 
The department was not insensible to the’ many 
advantages which the government and the commu 
nity derive from the establishment of railroads by 
the enterprize of the citizens and the states, and the 
benefits to be derived from them in a period of war, 
in the transportation of troops and munitions of war 
from one part of the country to another, as well as 
the increased expedition given the mails; and sought 
to enforce the law in its true spirit and meaning, 
and with that liberality which should characterize 
the transactions of the government with its citizens. 
It settled the maximum for the different classes as 
above stated, and at once offered it to the companies. 
It was difficult, if not impossible, to discriminate in 
the pay between the different roads of the same 
class, by the speec with which the mails were taken, 
by the goodness or badness, directness or circuity of 
the roads, or by the ice that would impede the pro- 
gress of the mails on some routes more than others; 
or hy the dangers incident to their transportation in 
the open sea, in the sounds or lakes. [t was believed 
that fairness and equality of compensation among 
those of the same class performing similar service, 
would be more nearly attained by such a course 
than by attempting to discriminate for any such 
causes. The maximum rates thus settled by the de- 
partment are believed to be liberal, and greatly be- 
yond the prices paid for transportation of any other 
kind in the country; nor has a contract been made 
since the passage of the act of 1845 fora greater 
sum. There is but one case known to the depart- 
ment, since the passage of the act of 1838, in which 
agreater sum than $237 50 per mile fora single 
daily service has been paid; that was to the company 
owning the road between this city and Richmond. 

The Fredericksburg and Richmond company re- 
fused to contract for the service, under the decision 
of the postmaster general in 1838, although te cost 
of the service, by steamboat and coaches, prior to 
the making of that road, was only $5,453; and in 
consequence of their retusal at the maximum price, 
arrangements were undertaken for transporting the 
great southern mail from Baltimore down the bay. 
I'tiis controversy probably led to the passage of the 
act olf the 22d January, 1836, in which the decision 
of the postmaster general was confirmed. The com- 
pany ytelded, and tovk the great southern mail over 
their road at $237 50 per mile, and were paid that 
sum fro. the Ist of January, 1339, until the 30tb of 
June, 1843, when the service was to be relet. At 
these lettings increased Compensation was again de- 
manded vy the same coupany, of my immediate pre- 
decessor, asouating in the aggregate to near $300 
perme. They were offered $237 50; the mail was 
retused without more pay. ‘The controversy was, 
however, settied by a relerence to the lat» President 
iyler who decided to allow (hem $19,500 fur the 
railroad service, or at the rate of $260 per mile; and 
the sereace Was thus coatinued uatil tne Ist of July 
last, whea the contracts ere agai to be let. They 
were offered the maxtaum price, $237 50 per mile 
for ratiroud service, and twelve aud one half per 
cent. less tur the steambDoai service, which amounted 
to $17 971 bur the ratiroad, aad $11,291 for the steam- 
boat service—making $29,262; iess oy $2,990 than 
the amount received uuder tue award of Presideut 
Tyler. 

his company at first demanded for the service 
$36,500, which exceeded ihel vid pay $4,248, vut 
finatly yielded so far as to accept the pay allowed by 
the award of Mr. Tyler. | could make no such con- 
tract, because the demand exceeded the price which 
i was authurised to pay vy the settied adjudications 
of each ol my predecessors since the passage of the 
act of 1838, as well as by myself, and recognised by 
congress io the acts of 1839 and 1845. Nor would 
| have done so, if the la» had permitted me to pay 
higher; because, in my judgment, the sum demanded 

a8 greatly beyoud a just aud fair compensation for 
the service; aud because every other first class road 





aud paid tor at ihe prices above Ssialed, 


rate offered this company, and were perforn: 

service for it; and I could see no reason ee 
company should be paid more than others Y thig 
ally those which perform the service over their 
both ways in the night, whilst this com IF POady 
formed the service most of the year inte per, 
time. Me day 

Betore the establishment of this railroad, the... 
to Richmond in steamboats and coaches cost sal 
per annum, and the price paid since 1843 fo, RAs 
boat and railroad service has increased to aoa, 
per annum, whilst transportation of ever 
than the mail has been greatly reduced. 
The company declined the service, and arr 
ments were in progress for a contract {o nth 
great southern mail from Baltimore down the toe 
June last. The president of the compan " 

; , - pany (Mr, Ry, 
win Robinson) professed a willingness to eon 
the service, and to trust to my sénse of justice ted 
additional compensation. Believing that the setting 
of the road would be more acceptable to the a 
than any other, after explaining to him fully ’ 
settled opinions of the law, and my duty under Ph. 
agreed at once to permit the service to be conta 
and abandoned the arrangements by the bay r9, 
which could at that season of the year have bey 
advantageously made. The service has been eon 
tinued under this arrangement since the Ist of J 
last. On the 26th day of Octuber a formal Notigg 
was given the department that the company wo 
declive taking the mails after the 10th Decoy 
without additional pay. Would it be unreasogaty 
to suppose that the president of the Company 
in his communication, intended to induce te 
department to continue the mails on the my 
without a written contract, as had been the case anes 
1843, until the opening of winter and the Meeting of 
congress, under the expectation that no arrangeiey 
could be wade for the service in the winter,or,if may 
that bad roads, ice, &c., would render the serves 
irregular, and create more dissatisfaction in the pup 
lic mind, and the department, or congress, or boi, 
might be induced the more readily to yield to ty 
exactions of his company? The compensation of 
fered that company is at the same rate for which thy 
service is performed from Richmond to Petersbuy 
to Weldon, and to Wilmington; from Charleston | 
Augusta and to Atalanta, taking the same greg 
southern mail, and some of the roads perforiming i 
service both ways in the night, and one of them wil 
More speed than is given over this route, where | 
service is in the day time for a great proportion 
the year. 

The compensation offered for steamboat serny 
from this to Aquia creek is at a much higher 
than is paid upon any steamboat route in the Usil 
States, except the sea route between Charlesiona 
Wilmington, whieh 1s paid at the same rate off 
this company. From Luuisville to Cincinnati, aw 
140 miles, the service is rendeted daily in ste 
buats at $3 800; from New York to Troy, abutli 
mites, daily in steamboats during the season of 1am 
gation, (about nine months,) for ine sum oi $137 
from New York to Stonington, about 125 mies, 
mailis taken daily in steambuats for the sul! 
$9,U0U0—and so on other routes; whilst on this Ml 
vf 5445 miles long, they demand $12,752, and onl 
railroad $19,500. Arrangements have been & 
completed tur tie transportation of the great som 
ern mail from Baltamare down the bay; and thoy 
the service gay not be so gvod as that over (hel 
roud, yet there wiil be no serious inconvenience? 
perienced, except in Virginia, near this route, 
it will be impossible to give the same expedilid! 
the wails by aby uther conveyance. Tv obviale 
inconvenieuce 4 far as practicable, | thea off 
the company one hundred dallars per mile lor 
the lucal mails to Rienmond, whieh is the hi 
price authorized by the act of 1845 to be paid 
railroads for second class service. For taking! 
local mails, no higher classification of that o 
other route could be made. This offer was like 
reiused, and the local mails will be sent hereall@l? 
stages irom this to Richwond; and this servic 
the transportation of the great mail down the! 
will continue until the Ist of July, 1351, ules’ 
gress shall otherwise order, ' 

This, and similar effurts on the part of a /e#” 
tractors mm other sections of the country 0% 
under one pretence or another, higher prices” 
the maximum rates seitied ia the depai iment’ 
produced much incovventence to the puolic, & : 
practicable, should be avoided in futures a 
only be accomphshed by such a modificativd © 
law as will give a more precise and cert!” 
for the adjustment of tietr compensation. 

It affords me great pleasure to say thal * 
large proportion uf the companies OWNI'g . 


Ything thy 
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i perform the public service with great 
riments ne Parity. and the satisfaction of the 


: ‘lie as well as of the department. 


we arvice to Oregon, from Chasleston and Pana- 
: Precied b the 6th section of the act of the 
March, 1847, Lis not been put in operation. The 
j advertisements for the service were made, and 
bid was received for the whole service, within 





no “ 

: aitations Of the law, that could be accepted.— 
wer : portion of the service from Charleston 
io Havana was made by Mr. M. C. Mordecai, of 






n, which was accepted by the department 


, ond an appropriation made for the payment. 


his was done upon the supposition that congress 
ieht still desire the establishment of this important 
fine to Oregon, even if more money had to be paid 
than the sum limited in the law. The whole service 

will probably cost more than double the amount ap 





propriated. The contractor is of undoubted ability, 


and will put the line in operation, should it be the 


leasure of congress to sanction the contract. An 


estimate for the necessary sum for the payment will 
be submitted. 


Much anxiety has been manifested in some parts 


of Flora for the line to touch at St. Augustine and 
other points on the penisula: but as no bids were 
received for such service, although invited, it could 
pot be done. 


At the earnest solicitation of the citizens of Flo- 
rida, | have invited proposals, under the 8th section 


of the act of 3d March, 1845, ‘to provide for the 


transportation of the mail becween the United States 
and foreign countries,” for a line of steamers touch- 


ing at both sides of the peninsula, in a s.naller class 
of steamers than those contemplated by the 6th sec- 


tion of the act of the 3d March, 1847. As it is not 
probable that any revenues will be received from the 
offices to justify such an expenditure, I thought pro- 
per to invite the proposals st a time when congress 
would be in session, that it might be decided by that 
body whether other considerations than those con- 
nected with the post office department would in- 
duce it to make the necessary appropriations for the 
service. Such a class of steamers as could readily 
enter the different ports on the Gulf of Mexico, in 
the service of the post office department, would be 
of great importance to the citizens residing on the 
coast, who are almost entirely destitute of mail faci- 
lities, and would increase rapidly the sale and settle- 
ment of the public lands, and might be made of still 
more importance in the protection of the ganeral re- 
venues. 


lt has been suggested that this service may be per- 
formed without much additional expense to the coun- 
try, by the employment of the steamers now under 
the control of the war and navy departments, and 
belonging 1o the government, whenever they can be 
diverted from their present service. During the 
present year, the vessels in the employment of the 
war department have transported the mails between 
New Orleans and Tampico, and Vera Cruz, for the 
army; and no reason is perceived why a similar ser- 


m vice may not be rendered, after the close of the war, 


to the diflereut ports on the coast of the gulf. 

The conveyage of the United States mail to and 
from Europe was authorized by the act of congress 
of the 3d of March, 1845. Under its requirements, 
a steamship line from New York to Bremen, in Ger- 
many, was organized, touching at the port ot Cowes 
and Southampton, in England, with the privilege of 
calling on alternate trips at Havre, in France. The 
plan was submitted to congress in my annual report 
of December, 1845; was a, proved, and an appropri- 
ation made for it. ‘That service has partially been 
put in operation. The first ship, the Washingtion, 
eutered upon the service the 1st of June, and return- 
€d in July. She has performed a second trip, com- 
mencing in September, and is vow abroad on her 
third voyage. Her construction was barely com- 
Pleled before she proceeded with the mails to Eu- 
rope. The periormance of this vessel on her first 
Voyage was necessarily of an experimentul charac- 
ler. Defects in some of the details of her construc- 
tion and machinery manifested themselves; owing to 
“seme her speed did not equal puvlic expectation; 

Ul subsequent alterations produced a decided im- 
provement, and her jast voyage, as compared with 
those of the English and French steamers, furnishes 
safety Rerisence in her favor, both for speed and 
Mlely. She was constructed under the faithful and 
_— Supervision of Lieut. Thomas Brownell, of 

¢ United States Davy, whose attention is continued 


p YO the building of the other ships of this lize, now 


10 & course uf construction. 

commencing this service, it became apparent 
ome bar kuowlcdge than was possessed io the de 
pees ut Concerning the mail service in other coun- 


’ ! ras 
about bes which this line was to be connected, 


that 








whether special arrangements with those countries 
would become necessary; and if so, to have them 
made without delay. For this purpose, | sent out, 
as the special agent of the department, the first as- 
sistant postmaster general, S. R. Hobbie, Esq., who 
went in the Washington, and remained in Europe 
during the interval between her two vovages. 

On his arrival at Southampton on the 15th of June, 
Mr. Hobbie met a hostile movement of the English 
government against the American mail steamers, In 
a post office order issued on the 9th of June, by di 
rection of the lords of the treasury. This order 
subjected all letters and newspapers conveyed by the 
Washington to England to the same charge of post- 
age as if they had been conveyed in the British 
steamers, at their ownexpense. The mails made up 
in this country for France, aud left at Southampton 
to be forwarded to Havre, were subjected to the 
same charge,and al] were required to be sent to the 
London post office. It being his duty to proceed di 
rectly to Germany, Mr. Hobbie made a full commu- 
nication to our minister at Lendon, and placed the 
matter under his immediate charge. Shortly after- 
warks he repaired from Bremen to London, and uni- 
ted with Mr Ban roft in efforts to effect a withdrawal 
of the order of the 9th June, and the adoption of a 
reciprocal postal arrangement between the two 
countries. The British government persisting in the 
order, he returned to his mail arrangements there. 
In the meantime, notice having been given to this 
department of the course adopted by the British post 
office, the undersigned im .ediatety gave notice to 
the post master general of Great Britain for the abro- 
gation of all agreements existing between the two 
offices, which, at the expiration of three months, an- 
nulled the agreement entered into in 1844 for the 
transmission of the British closed mails through the 
United States to Canada; as well as the arrange- 
ments heretofore made fur the cullection and pay- 
ment of the postages of the United States in Canada. 
This was followed by an offer of terms for a postal 
arrangement between Great Britain and the United 
States, informally submitted to our minister by the 
chancellor of the exchequer. Mr. Hobbie having 
again joined Mr. Bancroft in London, the application 
for a recision of the order of the 9th of June duriig 
tho pendency of the negotiations, was resumed, but 
without success. On the 22d of October a solemn 
protest, in behalf of the United States, was made by 
the American minister in London addressed to Vis- 
count Palmerston, against the unjust and illiberal act 
of the British government; a copy of which accom- 
panies this report, marked D. The terns for a postal 
arrangement, submitted by the chancellor, were 
deemed objectionable, and a counter proposition was 
made in vehalf of this departmen!. Interviews and 
discussions tollowed; at length, the British postmas- 
ler general restated the terms of his proposition, with 
some modifications, but still retaining some of the 
most objectionable features. 


In France Major Hovbie found a willing dispusi- 
tion expressed to adjust arrangemements with the U. 
States tor optional payment of postage, and for the 
establishment of rates uuiform between the two 
countries, but they could not be effected at the pres- 
enttime. The order of the British government 1in- 
poses double postage on our mails to France, which 
have to be lunded at Cowes, or southampton, as well 
as upon those to England; and whilst that order is 
in Operation, itis impossible to place them on a re- 
ciprocal footing wilh those conveyed to Havre direct 
by the French steamers. This exhibits, in a still 
stronger light, the injustice of the British regulation 
of the 9th of June Jast. There are no regulations o! 
the French post office subjecting the mails frow the 
United States to a..y special burdens or delsys. 

His mission to Germany was successful. He met, 
at Bremen, and Franktort on the Mame, represent- 
atives of several of the post establishments—and, 
through the agency of the post office at Bremen, 
corresponded with others; ali of which resulted 10 
certain regulauons which he brought with Siw and 
submitted for my approval. Those, together with his 
investigations into the operations of the post office 
systems abroad, with the view of ascertatming hat 
improvements may be introduced ito our own, will 
constitute herealter the subject of a special report. 

The obnoxious order of the British post office of 
the 9th of June last, discriminating against the Ame 
rican steamers, is Lot the only advantage which the 
British goveroment bas over that of the United States 
as the laws ol the two countries now stand. It is 
understood that, by the laws of Great Britain, Jetters 
sent from the United States, in transient vessels to 
Great Britain, havea postage of eight pence, or about 
16 cents, to pay for delivery, termed the ship postage; 
whiist letiers sent from England tothe U. Siates are 
charged only 6 cents when delivered at the office in 
which they are deposiied, aud bul two cent: when 





4 be obtained and that it should be ascertained 





forwarded in the United States maiis, iw addition {, 


. —s 
the regular postage of the United States. Letters 
mailed in the United States for France, and sent 
tdrongh England, are charged. in addition to the sea 
postage, 10 pence, equal to 20 cents, for transporta- 
tion from Southampton to Havre; whilst upon letters 
from Great Britain to Canada, passing fron Boston 
to St. Johns, a much greater distance, the U. S. only 
charges 9 cts.; one quarter of the amount charze+! on 
American letters Passing through Engiand. In Enng: 
land, the inland postage is much lower than in the 
United States, whilst the ship and transit postage on 
foreign letters is much greater. The sea postage 
between the two countries is about the same (24 
cents)—a rate, in the opinion of the undersigned, 
much too high for the interest and convenience of 
of both countries. 

In England, it is understood that the foreign post- 
ages are hy law under the control of the Lords of 
the treasury, and may be changed as circumstances 
render necessary. A similar power should be given 
tothe postmaster general, or some other authority 
in the United States, so as to secure, if practicable, 
fair and just mail arrangements between this aod 
foreign countries. 

In the opinion of the undersigned, the sea postage 
should be reduced, and the ship postage (as it is 
called in both countries) be made the same. Letters 
delivered in the offices of either should be treated 
in all respects, and transported in their mails, upon 
the same terms that they are taken for their own 
citizens or subjects. Sume such arrangement would 
be mutually beneficial to both, and should be insist- 
ed by further legislation giving authority to regu- 
late foreign postages by agr°ement between them. 

Whiist | cannot doubt that further time and con- 
sideration will bring about an amicable adjustment 
of this unnecessary interference in the intercourse 
between the two countries, it becomes my duty to 
report these tacts to you, and urge that the early at 
tention of congreas ve invited to this supject. Whilst 
this state of things continues, the British government, 
by their order ot June last, appropriates the Amer. 
ican steamship Washington to their own use so far 
as postage is to be derived from it, as fully as is it 
were her own, established end maintained at her own 
expense; and this, for the avowed purpose of protec- 
ting the Britigh mail steainers against those of the 
United States. 

This snterruption in the intercourse between the 
countries has led to the estailishiwent of an express 
line in M ».treal tor the avowed purp se of trans:uit- 
ling letters to the British steamers through the United 
St.tes out of the mails. Proper instructions have 
been given for the arrest and prosecutiun oi all per- 
sons Connected with using this line in every State 
through which it passes. 

The penalities imposed by the act of 3d March 
1845, have been beiore stated to be insufficient for 
ihe suppression ol private Expresses, and it becomes 
mMOre imporiant to increase the « against that class 
Which may engage tn the transmission of Jette:s trom 
foreizn countries through the United States, as weil 
as lo impose other and more severe peuuliies upon 
vessels Dringing letters into the United States and 
delivering tuem to others than those it: the service of 
the post office department. 

The agent of tne department conducted the busi- 
ness entrusted tu him with Zeal, energy, and ability, 





and to the satisfaction of the department; anu it is 
regretted that the laws do not perinil apy addition to 
be made to tis regular Compensation for the extra- 
ordinary services performed by him in thisimportant 
business abroad, and from which so much good is 
likely to ensue, and the undersigned recommends 
thal provision De made by congress lor the payment 
of an adequate compensation to him for such servi- 
ces. 

The wait routes created in Oregon, by tue Ist sec- 
tion of the act of the 34 of March, 1047, to establish 
certain post routes, Were advertised as the law re- 
quires, but no ods lor the service were given that 
could with propriety de accepied. Ollices were es- 
tablished at Astoma and Oregon city, and posturas- 
ters appointed. A special agent of tne depatment 
Gen. Cornelius Giliman was appuinted to superin- 
tend the services, aud tustructious were given hia, a 
copy ol which accompabies (bis rep rt, aarked G. 
There have been bo returns received trom tie pust- 
masters or Special agent. ; 

In pursuance of twu joint resgiuuuns of We Bu of 
March, 1847~—vune for the beuedt of Vu. B Stokes, 
surviving partner ol Jouu N. C. Stvckiou & Cu.— 
the other sor the relief ot M. A. Price anu E. A. 
White— | have carelully exaained fa vecived tue 
the causes. Cupies vi the Uplitubs 4'Veu iD wicw ace 
company this report, marked H. sud i. 

Very respectiully, your obedient servasi, 
C. JOUN DUN, 
Posiq@aster Geiuvrai. 
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Business Cirnctes, &&.—The New York canals 
are closed for the season, affording ti ve to their offi- 
cers to sum up accounts of much the Jergest : year’s 
business that they have ever transacted. Navigation 
upon the lakes is, we presune, no longer attempted. 
The Susquehanna, Delaware and Potomac rivers 
are yet open. The Ono and all the waters imme- 
diately west of the Alleghany mountains were, at 
our latest dates from thence, brimming in food, car- 
rying death and desolation in their course and far 
above their banks. Millions of dollars worth of pro- 
perty have been swept down with the torrent; bun- 
dreds of thonsands of dollars worth injured, and 
may lives lost. Phe details are truly distressing — 
At Baltimore we had a chunze of weather and a 
slight faliof snow on Tuesday. Further south the 
storm was very heavy. At Norfotk one of the deep- 
est snows fell that they have had for six years, and 
the hoats in the Chesapeake suffered very much 


Tue Money Marxets.—Demand for money at! 
Boston continues to keep up the rates there, and Bos | 


ton Paper to a considerable amount fiuds its way to 
New York. The rail road dividends of Ist January, 
are anxiously looked for. At New York the demand 
for the amount is less pressing. Dividends from the 
banks, insurance and stock companies, usually de- 
clared ov the Ist January, will place some where 
about $2.400.000 in the hands of that community, 
which those institutions will bave to shell out. 

Five of six failures occurred at New York in one 
day last week, the heaviest of wiich as that of 
Boniffe & Co., for six millions of franes. Of the 
others, was a hardware louse, a druggist, and a 
house connected with one of the Liverpool failures. 

The Lewistown Pa. Bank, closed its doors on the 
5th instant. 

The Memphis Bank.— We ‘earn from the Mev phis 
papers that an injunction sas laid on the Memphis 
bank of Tennessee on the 26th uit., at the iostance 
of Mr. Evan Rogers, of Puiiadelphia, who owns or 
controls a large number of its shares. Under this 
process the bank, it is supposed, will go ito liquida- 
tion and be finally wound up. 


Sprciz. The New York papers repeat the assurance 
that the exportation of specie to Europe has almost 
ceased,and in an adjoining columns show that there was 
shipped during the week, by the packet, saip Oneida, 
for Havre, $36,638; by the Arguo, for same port, $23,182; 
by the Prince Albert, for London, $113,000; by tie Ash 
burton, for Liverpool, $101,940; by the Memnon, for do. 
$5,000; by the Elizabeth, for Para, $5,750 They in- 
sisted that the steamer Britannia would not take over 
£30,000 in gold, (say $150,000) and qualify the whole 
by assurances twat ibe amount shipped is replaced by 
specie drained froin tie interior to make purchases or 
payments in the cities. The steamer took over $250,000, 
and $106,000 which slie was to have taken did not 
reach her in time. 


Tur Maenetic Tetecrapn, is now in operation 
west irom Philavelp! ia, to St. Louis, Mo. 

The president’s message was telegraphed in full to 
Cincinnati, and pnblished in the papers of that city 
on Thursday morning! The first words of the mes- 
sege were received at the Cincinnati telegraph office 
at 8 o’clock on Tuesday night—the signature at 12 
M., on Wednesday. The message contained eighteen 
thousand words, all of which were not only transmitt 
ed with amazing rapidity, but with an accuraey 
equally a3 remarkable. The message was published 
in the Louisville papers of Thursday. 


FoRTHER INCREASE OF THE ARMY.—A Dill to raise 
ten additional regiments, say 10,000 men, has been 
reported in the bouse of representatives. Immediate 
action on the bill is warmly pressed by the admini,- 
tration. 


Sreamers.—The Hibernia, which was to leave 
Liverpool for Boston’ on the 4th instant, not yet 
arrived. 

The Union French steamer, if she left on the day 
advertised, has been over 30 days out. 

The first vessel of the new jine of Cunard steam. 
ers, between New York and Liverpool, was to leave 
the latter port on the 19th inst. 

The American steamer Washington was advertised 
to leave Breen for Southampton and New York, un 
the 13th instant, and to sail again from New York on 
Thursday, the 2Ut: of January. The Hermann ts to 
sail from New York a month later, (Feb. 20th) under 
command of Capt. Crabtree. 


Tonnack Measune.—The brig Essex, measuring 
iwe hundred and seventy-three tons register, cleared at 
the custom house to-day, with a cargo of five hundred 


and twenty-five tons of ice, bound to Kingston, Jam. 
[ Boston Jour. 


Beston Trape.—The receipts of flour at Boston, 
during the nine months ending on the Sth of Sep- 





tember last, were 628.243 barrels and 8,600 half 
barrels. 

The receipts of grain during the quarter ending on 
the 30th of September last were 791,423 bushels of 
corn, 90,303 bushels oats, 15,080 bushels rye, and 
39,793 bushels shorts. 

The total value of domestic produce exported from 
Boston, from July 1 to September 30, 1847, was 
$2 522,514. 


Thirty-four hands in the slaughtering establish- 
ment of osire. Hand & Pattison, at Cincinnati, 
killed and dressed, in three successive days last week 
3.424 hogs. 


On10—Finances.—According to the message of 
Governor Bess, just communicated to the legislatur: 
of Ohio, the fisances of that state are in a flourishing 
condition. The treasury receipts for the last year, 
from all sources, was $2,314,075, and the disburse- 
ments, including the interest on public debt, were 
$1.904.255. The balance applicable to the payment 
of temporary and funded debts of the state was 

409.820. Domestic bonds to the amount of $119,- 

83 73 nad been redeemed during the year from trust 
funds, ieaving a balance of the same funds appli- 
cable to the same purpose of $118,804 25. The 
expenses of the state government and benevolent 
ins‘itutions were $2]0,250 42 He recommends an 
increase of sinking fuod from $20 000 to $200,000 per 
aonum. 


Recrertion oF Gen. Suieips.—Brig. General | 


Shields reached Mobile on the 8th instant, and was 
received with public demonstrations of respect on 
the part of the mayor and citizens. On the evening 
of the same day he left for Montgomery on his 
route home. 


The New York papers contain descriptions of two 
magnificent gold mounted swords manufactured in 
that city. One of. them was ordered by the common 
councils and citizens of Troy as a present to Gen. 
Wool; and the other is intended as a present from 
the citizens of Hudson and Kinderhook to General 
Worth. The former cost $1000, and the latter 


$500. 





Commerce or Sr. Louis.— The St. Louis Republi 
can contains a statement of the receipts of the prin- 
cipal articles of produce and groceries at that port 
during the eleven months ending on the 3ist of Noy. 
last, —being nearly the whole period of business in St 
Louis, as throughout Dec. the navigation on the up- 
per rivers is obstructed by ice. We extract from the 
table the following items: 

Tobacco—10,875 hhds. 

Hemp—83,392 bales, 30 tons loose. 

Lead—7 51 ,886 pigs. 

Flour—318,535 bbls., 747 half bbls. 

Wheat—39,538 bbls., 1,112,805 sacks. 

Corn—619 bbls., 418,257 sacks, 19,000 bushels 
in bulk. 

Oats—24 bbls., 108,967 sacks, 2,000 bus. in bulk, 

Rye—106 bbls., 2,914 sacks. ? 

Pork—245 casks and tierces, 43,316 bbls., 186 
half do. 

Beef—5,258 tierces, 4,756 bbls., 120 half do. 

Bacon—10,969 casks, 2,215 bbls., and boxes, 
129,153 pieces, and 587 tons, in bulk. 

Lard—] ,982 tierces, 27,820 bbls., 467 half do., 
10,577 kegs. 

Whiskey—8 hhds., 26,821 bbls., 102 half do. 

Sugar—10,706 hhds. and tierces, 13,987 bbls. and 
boxes, 1,241 bags. 

Coffee —75,114 bags. 

Molasses—1,580 hhds. and tierces, 12,509 bbls., 
350 half barrels. 

Massacre oF Pawnee Inp1ans.—Pittsburg Dec. 
20. Intelligence has just been received from Fort 
Main, which states that on the 20th Oct., the Ame- 
rican troops stationed there under the command of 
Col. Gilpin, invited a number of Pawnee Indians into 
the fort, when they fell upon them and killed seven 
and wounded twenty. It is but justice to Col. Gil- 
pin to state that he was absent trom the fort when 
his men perpetrated this bloody deed. 


THE WAR AND ITs TERMINATION. — When Mr. Cal- 
houn’s resolutions, declaring against the subjugation 
of Mexico and the extinction of her nationality, were 
called up in the senate, on Monday, for the purpose 
of fixing a day for the consideration of them, a pre 
liuimary debate arose in which the general subjec. 
ofthe war and its policy was glancedat. ln the 
eourse of the debate Mr. Calhoun said: 





I should be very glad indeed to think w; 
orable gentleman from Michigan, that’ hey hon. 
person in the country who thinks of the exti © 18 ng 
the nationality of Mexico. Why, you op Lt 
read a. newspaper without finding it filled with andy 
ulation upon this subject. The Proceedings th “Pee. 
place in Ohio, at a dinner given to one of they ‘oak 
teer officers of the army, returned from Met 
show conclusively that the impression entertained 
the persons present, was, that our troops would mi 
leave Mexico until they had conquered the or 
country. This was the sentiment advanced wae 
officer, and it was applauded by the assemble the 
endorsed by the official paper of that state. Ys and 

But this isnot the point. The question ig 
whether such a thing is contemplated. | attri, 
no such motive to any one. 1 look at the progres 
events. | Jook at what is proposed and the Arie 
it—those consequences which 1 propose to ami 
this resolution. Sir, let any man look at the prog, 
of this war—let him consider how we got into it he 
expecting to get into it at all, forcertainly the pik 
tive officers expressed, in the strongest manner ther 
conviction that there was not the slightest hazard i 
war at the time when our troops marched to (he Rio 
Grande. What next? After the war was com 
menced we were told that the government wag 
to conquer a peace, and what have we been tolj 
since? That we must carry on the war Vigorously 
Where is this to end? The whole progress towards 
the accomntishmert of this avowed Object of the 
president, to conquer a peace, lias been marked by 
an earnest desire eagerly to prosecute the war, uni 
we find ourselves where no man expected. Sir. jp. 
stead of being an abstraction, these resolutions ar 
eminently practical—they are so intended to present 
to the people of this country a finale, probably not 
bow anticipated, but which will come if proper pre. 
cautions be pot taken. It is while the public mind 
is yet sound, and while the senate, as I velieve, js 
prepared almost unanimously to vote against such an 
end of the war, that | wish this expression of opinion 
to be made. Sir, we begin now to find the misior. 
tune of entering into war without a declaration of war 
— without a declaration setting forth to the people the 
causes of the war, and one upon which they ma 
hold the government responsible. We have got into 
a war, by a recognition of war, and not a declaration 
and hence the necessity for this resolution, to nega 
tive a result which we do not contemplate. 


WAR WITH MEXICO. 


Arrivals from Vera Cruz bring dates to the Tih 
December. 

Gen. Anaya, was elected president of the repu)- 
lic of Mexico on the 11th November to serve uaiil 
the 8th of January next, when the present term will 
expire. He was once bel ore provisional president, 
and is regarded as favorab’e toa peace. He bias 
called Pena y Pena to the office of secretary o/ stale, 
and Mora y Villannil to the war department. His 
inaugural address ts received. 


Santa Anna has issued a pronunciamento against the 
proceedings at Queretaro, bul the story of his having 
under him teu or fifteen thousand me. , is unfounded. 
He has scarely a life guard with which he was 
proceed for Queretaro on tie 221 November. 

It is reported, that Generals Worth and Pillow 
and Lieut. Cul. Duncan have been arrested oy Gel 
Scott. 

Gen. Pattersoc’s division left Jalapa, on the it 
ult. Before his departure he hung, on the 23d," 
American teamsters, for having killed a Mexical 
boy twelve years old. He caused also to be exect 
ted, the next day, the two Mexican officers, Garvlt 
and Alcade (belonging to the 8th and 11th regiments) 
who were taken prisoners commanding guertillas 
without having been exchanged. The people dt 
ried them in great pomp aud ceremony, upon Whi 


Not now 





Gen. Patterson sent to the aleade, who said thal the Fi 


tunera| had been spontaneous with the people, # 
that he had not power to prevent it; besides he 
wnarked that notwithstanding the great numbers ue 
had attended the ceremony, order had not bet 
disturbed in the elighest. 
Padre Martin (the second Jarauta) has been er 
prisoner while sieepi:.g in one of the garitas of the ¢l: 
of Mexico. peel 
Senor Otero brought forward his proposition a ih 
Mexican congress tur depriving the execullve ° 
power to alienate any part of the territory o! the wd 
lic by atreaty of peace. The proposition was er 
by a large majority, which is deemed 4 favorable 9 
A train was 10 leave the city of Mexico 00 the 
ior Vera Oruz : 4 
Percy M. Doyle, Exq., the new British minister 
charge, arrived ai Vera Cruz im the steamer Vi 
the 30:b ult. sie 
Several guerrilla affairs had oecurred io tbe neg 
hved of Vera Cruz, of a sanguinary cheraciet 
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